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MILL CITY 
MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

Tuesday, February 9, 2021 
 
Mayor Kirsch opened the meeting at 6:30 PM with the flag salute. Councilors present were Janet 
Zeyen-Hall, Brett Katlong, Dawn Plotts, Tony Trout, and Steve Winn. Staff members in 
attendance were City Recorder, Stacie Cook, City Clerk, Tree Fredrickson and City Attorney Jim 
McGehee. 
 
Citizens in Attendance were Ann Carey, Ron Carmichael, Alicia Chacon, Douglass Cheeks, Will 
Cole, Michael Ferris, Lt. Brandon Fountain, LCSO, Leon Harrington, Lynda Harrington, Eric 
Johnson, Dan Lemke, Ruth Lemke, Roel Lundquist, Dianne Moore, Kevin Muniz, Gary Olson, 
David Plotts, Gay Stuntzner and Thorin Thacker. 
 
DECLARATIONS OF POTENTIAL CONFLICTS OF INTEREST: Mayor Kirsch stated that 
anyone who felt they may have a potential conflict with anything on tonight’s agenda may say so 
at this time or at any time during tonight’s meeting. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Councilor Trout moved and was seconded by Councilor Katlong, to approve items a; Approval 
of Minutes of Regular City Council Meeting of January 26, 2021, b; Approval of Accounts 
Payable, c; Acceptance of Monthly Revenues and Expenditures Report, January, 2021, and d; 
Approval of Contract Between Cade Construction and City of Mill City in the Amount of 
$12,600.00 for SW Broadway Hydrant and Waterline Project.  Mrs. Fredrickson polled the 
Council. The motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
CITIZEN COMMENTS/QUESTIONS: None. 
 
LINN COUNTY SHERIFF’S REPORT:  Lt. Brandon Fountain gave the LCSO monthly report for 
January noting that fraudulent calls have increased, in particular, people acting as a sheriff’s 
deputy, and stated that LCSO would never call and ask for money. 
 
Councilor Trout asked for an update on the recent dog bite incident. Lt. Fountain said that the 
deputy that responded to this incident has been off duty the last few days, adding that he is 
unsure if a citation has been issued. Marion County Dog Control was notified and responded as 
well. 
 
Councilor Trout said the radar trailer worked well for speeders on Kingwood Avenue.  
 
Ruth Lemke, SW Kingwood Avenue, said that the radar trailer worked well but now that it is gone, 
speeders have returned. Mrs. Lemke said that one car in particular speeds through the area. 
Mayor Kirsch suggested that a description of the car be given to City staff, who can then pass it 
on to LCSO. 
 
PUBLIC WORKS REPORT: Mayor Kirsch gave a brief update on the following items on behalf of 
Public Works Supervisor Russ Foltz: 

a. Pump Report 
b. EV Parking Update 
c. OAWU Conference Attendance 
d. Kimmel Park Play Structure Repair 

 
PUBLIC HEARING: None. Scheduled. 
 
PRESENTATIONS: Consideration to Allow THC Sales, Thorin Thacker and Roy Mitchell, 
Canyon Cannabis. 
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Thorin Thacker, co-owner, Canyon Cannabis & Canyon CBD and Hemp, gave a short 
presentation on the merits of allowing the sale of THC within the City of Mill City.  Mr. Thacker 
said that he will soon be opening a CBD and Hemp dispensary on Hwy 22 and requested that the 
Council remove the ban on marijuana within Mill City so that THC products can be sold as well.  
Mr. Thacker said that Mill City is not eligible to receive thousands of dollars in tax revenue 
because of the ban. 
 
Mr. Thacker advised that his dispensary in Gates, Canyon Cannabis, had a perfect track record 
of compliance with all OLCC rules and regulations.  For the past 3 ½ years, the dispensary 
employed a crew of 8 and operated with zero employee turn-over. 
 
Douglass Cheeks, SW Spring Street, said that he was employed by Canyon Cannabis and 
assured that all customers were ID’d before being allowed entry, which assisted with the 
business’s stellar record with OLCC. 
 
William Cole, SW Spring Street, read into the record an email he submitted to the Council. 
 
Eric Johnson, SW Douglas Street, said that he is Veteran of the US Army is in attendance as a 
voice for veterans who need THC to work through health matters, including PTSD, depression, 
pain and other issues.  With the dispensary in Gates gone, fuel costs for those needing THC have 
increased as they need to travel to make the purchase. Mr. Johnson strongly urged people to 
embrace the sale of cannabis and allow THC sales at the new dispensary. 
 
Kevin Muniz, NE Santiam Blvd., said that the business community and the livelihood of Mill City 
citizens are at stake with the losses from 2020 and an uncertain 2021. This is an opportunity to 
improve lives and added that he doesn’t think it’s going to hurt the community as much as it is 
going to help. 
 
Mayor Kirsch said that there is a packet with about 27 emails that were sent to Council in support 
of this request, noting that he has read them all.  Also in the packet is a letter that was submitted 
for this evening’s discussion as a reminder of those who supported the ban when originally 
considered in 2015/2016. Mayor Kirsch said that he appreciated the communications and the 
candor and respect in them. 
 
Mrs. Lemke said her biggest concern with this request is overturning the vote of the community.  
Measure 22-143 was passed and the results made it clear that marijuana would not be allowed in 
Mill City. Mrs. Lemke said that the voters should speak if change is wanted and asked that 
everyone remember the people’s vote when making a decision. 
 
Gay Stuntzner, SW 1st Avenue, said that the issues raised in 2016 are still the same today; the 
tax revenue from marijuana sales is still unknown, children’s health and well-being are at stake 
and should be taken into account.  Mrs. Stuntzner added that Mill City’s historic reputation as a 
drug town will only be exacerbated by adding a dispensary and noted that a dispensary located 
on Highway 22 would only add to the potential for auto accidents. 
 
Leon Harrington, NE Santiam Pointe Loop, said that he is a physician and child/youth 
psychologist with a passion for protecting children from things that may hurt them.  Mr. Harrington 
indicated that kids who use marijuana in their early years do poorly in school with a lack of focus, 
the inability to concentrate and many falling into a depression. Early marijuana use decreases 
youth IQ’s by their early 20’s, causing many to struggle with math and the sciences and unable to 
obtain high paying jobs. The inability to attend school for the last seven months due to COVID 
has created very trying times. Mr. Harrington said that there is a direct connection between easy 
availability and increased consumption in children and teens. 
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Dan Lemke, SW Kingwood Avenue, said that there is information in the submittals about tax 
revenue for other communities but none for how these tax revenues impacted Gates. 
 
Lynda Harrington, NE Santiam Pointe Loop, said that this request is asking the Council to 
overturn the will of the voters and asked that it be rejected. 
 
Michael Ferris, NE Santiam Pointe Loop, said that he recognizes the medical value of cannabis 
products and the tax revenue but believes that the social costs far outweigh the benefits. Mr. 
Ferris said that he lost his wife to drug use and feels that marijuana is indeed a gateway drug and 
while legal in Oregon, he does not want to see it in his neighborhood and would like to see the 
dispensary go back to Gates. 
 
Dave Plotts, SW Linn Place, said that as a retired school principal he has observed kids that used 
drugs and saw the loss of ambition and initiative in many of them.  Mr. Plotts said that his main 
concern is ignoring the vote of the people and asked the Council to look closely at the pros and 
cons of this issue before making a decision. 
 
Ann Carey, SW 1st Avenue, said that she agrees with the comments of others who spoke against 
this issue and asked 3% of potential tax revenue is worth the lives and health of the community’s 
young people. Mrs. Carey asked that a vote of the people be held again. 
 
Gary Olson, SW Spring Street, said that he sees both sides of the issue and knows how 
contentious of an issue it is. Mr. Olson said that he believes that the citizens of this city need to 
decide how to proceed. 
 
Mr. Thacker addressed the concerns noted by those speaking in opposition, stating that the City 
of Mill City would receive the 3% tax approved by the voters. Oregon’s 2020 tax revenue from 
recreational marijuana sales received through September was over $133 million dollars. The 
state shares 10% of the revenue it collects with cities that allow dispensaries based on a specific 
formula.  The tax revenues for the City of Gates were not shown because the Gates population is 
much smaller than Mill City.  LaPine is much closer in population so those numbers were 
provided. 
 
Mr. Thacker said that the Council makes many decisions for the people and he is asking for the 
same to be done here, noting that extreme circumstances are cause for extreme measures. Mr. 
Thacker said that times change and, at this time, he feels that his business would be welcome 
here if voted on again.  While not opposed to going back for a vote on this issue, Mr. Thacker 
stated that there would be tax revenue lost in the interim. 
 
Mr. Thacker said that when the federal government makes marijuana legal nation-wide, he will be 
able to open a full dispensary regardless of the current ban. Mr. Thacker thanked the Council for 
their time and personally invited each to stop by and visit the new CBD and Hemp shop. 
 
Mayor Kirsch thanked Mr. Thacker for his passionate presentation and everyone for their 
comments. Mayor Kirsch said that his personal opinion is that what people do in their own homes 
is their own business, that he is in favor of the proposed tax revenue but is extremely reluctant to 
overturn a popular vote and asked City Attorney Jim McGehee if it is legal for the Council to 
overturn a vote of the people.  Mr. McGehee said that he is unsure and would need to research 
the matter.  However, he believes that the City would be opening itself up to a possible lawsuit if 
Council moved forward with overriding the vote of the people.  
 
Councilor Trout said that he opposes marijuana and signed the original document that was 
circulated for the original ballot measure and agrees with Dr. Harrington and his observations on 
marijuana use and the potential effects of young people, however, the money from tax revenues 
is very enticing. Councilor Trout said that he doesn’t feel that a store in Mill City will make a 
difference to those youth trying to obtain it as it is likely already in their homes.  Councilor Trout 
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added that he would change his mind about having a dispensary in town, but would not change 
his personal opinion on the use of marijuana. 
 
Councilor Katlong said that he voted against having a dispensary in town but the bigger concern 
with this request is that he is against government overreach at all levels and since the people 
voted no it should go back to a vote of the people. Councilor Katlong said that he is excited for 
the potential tax revenue and could be swayed either way if the vote is brought back to the 
people. 
 
Councilor Zeyen-Hall said that she opposes marijuana and believes that it is a gateway drug.  
However, a dispensary in town will not increase the access to kids as if it is in the home then they 
can access it.  Councilor Zeyen-Hall said that she could go either way on a dispensary.  The 
biggest concern is, ethically, can the Council overturn a vote of the people? 
 
Councilor Plotts said it bothers her that the business owners signed an agreement stating they 
will observe the law and not sell THC in city limits and are now here making this request. 
Councilor Plotts said that she dislikes government overreach and won’t be a part of overturning 
the vote of the people. 
 
Councilor Winn said that the most important things for him are people and children and that he 
does not believe a dispensary should be able to operate in Mill City.  Councilor Winn agreed that 
the Council should not override the vote of the people. 
 
Mayor Kirsch said that the consensus of the Council is that all would be reluctant to overturn the 
vote of the people.  To do so is against the democratic process the Council swore to adhere to. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  
 
Wildfire Update: Mayor Kirsch said that the FEMA temporary housing site on SE Fairview Street 
is done and filling.  Congressman Kurt Schrader, Mayor Kirsch and others toured a unit recently. 
Mayor Kirsch said that these trailers are minimal but nice and come furnished. 
 
Councilor Trout said that he has heard complaints from Canyon residents that permits needed to 
begin rebuilding are not moving fast enough at the county level and asked if these permits are put 
at the top of the line for processing. Mrs. Cook said that for those in Mill City, staff tries to process 
them as quickly as possible. 
 
Mayor Kirsch said that the County has applied for a Community Development Block Grant to fund 
an administrative position and staff to help cities affected by the wildfires with all of the work, 
including processing building permits, that comes with the aftermath. 
 
Mayor Kirsch asked Ron Carmichael, Mayor of Gates, him how things were for the City of Gates. 
Mayor Carmichael stated that gates recently received $50,000 to assist with the needs of the 
community and Business Oregon is looking at the possibility of writing off the city’s water loan. 
Mayor Carmichael said that the City Council is having a special meeting on Wednesday, 
February 10th, concerning overturning an ordinance that would allow people to rebuild as a non-
conforming use.  
 
Mr. McGehee said that the loan contract with Business Oregon for the water project has language 
which states that the loan has to be repaid no matter the circumstances, including acts of God.   
Mrs. Cook said that insurance payment for the losses due to the wildfire has been received.  
There are some decisions which will need to be made concerning the Reid House site and the 
pedestrian bridge.  Once the debris has been removed from the Reid House property, a large 
hole will remain where the basement had been.  The City will need to decide whether to fill this in 
or barricade the area. Debris removal will be delayed, however, as the bids were requested for 
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both the house site and the bridge and the bridge must first have a FEMA required SHPO review 
and an environmental study before debris can be removed. 
 
Mayor Kirsch asked if chain link fencing could be used to surround the Reid property. Councilor 
Katlong said that purchasing these fencing panels would be cheaper than renting.  
 
Mrs. Cook said that as the City moves toward issuing an RFP for the bridge there are some items 
to take into consideration; the bridge was insured at ACV with a top payout of $236,015. The 
replacement estimate came in at $106,000+ and less depreciation the payout was $98,800+. The 
bid process will need to include options of like-for-like replacement as well as any alternate 
material the City may wish to consider. 
 
Roel Lundquist, SW Linn Blvd., suggested using the wood timbers from the railroad bridge when 
they are replaced. 
 
Tiger Grant Update: A pre-construction meeting was held today with Farline, the contractor who 
will be completing the work on the railroad bridge.  Unfortunately, their timeline needs to be 
modified due to delays with the vehicle bridge. It sounds like March 1, 2021 is the tentative start 
date for this project. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
Addendum No. 1 to Task Order No. CE-20-1, SW Ivy Street Waterline Replacement Project: 
Addendum No. 1 to Task Order No. CE-20-1 for the SW Ivy Street Waterline Replacement 
Project was provided for review.  Public Works Supervisor Russ Foltz requested that the 
waterline on S 1st Avenue be fully replaced to Kingwood Avenue rather than stop at SW Ivy 
Street.  This addendum authorizes the preliminary engineering and surveying for the additional 
section of water line.  The total cost is $22,600.00 for this work. 
 
The section of waterline will be included as an additive alternate in the bid package.  If it is 
possible to have this entire line replaced that is the optimal direction as we are also discussing 
the possibility of having S 1st Avenue added to Linn County’s list of streets for overlay, which 
could also include installation of ADA ramps.  This, however, is not a certainty. 
 
Mrs. Carey asked where funds for this will be taken from.  Mrs. Cook said that she is hopeful that 
the costs can be taken out of the water loan. 
 
Councilor Plotts left the room at 8:52 p.m. 
 
Councilor Katlong moved and was seconded by Councilor Zeyen-Hall to Approve Addendum 
No. 1 to Task Order No. CE-20-1 in the Amount of $22,600.00.  The motion passed, (5:0). 
 
Councilor Plotts returned to her seat at 8:54 p.m. 
 
EV Parking Lot Lease Agreement: Mrs. Cook said that the parking area on NE Wall Street is 
open for use and the property owner is ready to transfer the parcel to the City.  While the 
necessary paperwork is worked on for this transfer, the lease will allow the City full access and 
responsibility, taking any liability for use off of the owner. 
 
City Attorney Jim McGehee has reviewed the lease and has no concerns.  The language allows 
for up to five years of automatic renewal for the lease, however, it is the intention of staff to work 
through the process as quickly as possible. 
 
Councilor Trout moved and was seconded by Councilor Zeyen-Hall to Approve Lease 
Agreement Between City of Mill City and Michael Erdman in the Amount of $1.00 for the Property 
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Described as Marion County Assessor’s Map #093E29CC Tax Lot 3300.  The motion passed 
unanimously, (6:0). 
 
Mr. Carmichael said that he is working with a property owner who has a parcel outside of city 
limits to see what is needed to extend water and sewer services to it.  Mrs. Cook explained that in 
order to connect to city services the property would need to be annexed into the City.  The 
developer would be liable for all costs related to extending the water and sewer mains to the 
property, which would likely be very expensive to do. 
 
STAFF/COMMISSION REPORTS 
 
City Recorder Report: 
 
List of Ongoing Old Business Items: A list of on-going old business items was provided. 
 
Fuel Cards: Mrs. Cook said that Public Works staff currently have fuel cards issued through 
Ernie’s Fueling Network.  These cards are used solely at the local gas station and were originally 
obtained due to the inability to have gas cards for the station because it was not a nationally 
recognized chain. 
 
Since the station has been rebranded as a Mobil station staff would like to apply for fuel cards 
through Mobil and cease using the Ernie’s Fueling Network cards as they charge a small 
percentage on top of the actual fuel costs. 
 
The Mobil cards allow the ability to use a rewards program, saving the City .05/gallon for 
purchases between 100 and 800 gallons with a maximum of $35.00 per billing cycle. 
 
Councilor Katlong asked if CFN cards had been looked at in the past.  Mrs. Cook said that they 
have been looked into, however, the only option to use them is at the cardlock in Lyons, which is 
seven miles away.  Public Works preferred being able to run up to the highway to get fuel. 
 
Consensus to apply for Mobil cards. 
 
RV Site Incident:  Mrs. Cook said that on January 27th staff was informed of an incident that 
occurred between two occupants of the temporary RV site.  Around 12:30 a.m. the dog owned by 
one occupant attacked the dog owned by a neighboring occupant.  The dog and owner ended up 
going to hospitals for injuries cause by the attacking dog.  Staff is not aware of the extent of 
injuries to the dog, however, the owner’s injuries were very bad with bites to the bone in her arms 
as well as injuries on other parts of her body. 
 
Mrs. Cook immediately contacted City Attorney Jim McGehee to advise of the incident and 
confirm our ability to require that the animal be removed from the property.  A notice was posted, 
mailed and emailed to the occupant advising that he was to remove the animal from the property 
or we would proceed with removal of him as an occupant as he was in violation of the rules for 
the site.  The next morning he advised that he had fully vacated the premises.  Staff issued a 
refund of his February payment for the space last week. 
 
Mrs. Cook has asked for an update from Linn County Sheriff’s Office, who responded to the 
incident, including whether a citation has or will be issued to the owner of the attacking dog. 
 
Water Service Issue:   Mrs. Cook explained that there is a water service which extends outside of 
city limits and serves two homes.  This is referred to as the ‘leak bill’ as there has historically 
been a leak or leaks in the line.  The service line is metered separately from the homes being 
served in order to track the leak amount and is billed out to one of the property owners, who then 
splits the cost with those served by the line.  In the last year or so, staff has been placed in the 
middle of a civil dispute between the remaining two property owners served by this line and 
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continually advises that this matter is civil and must be handled between the property owners, 
who should obtain legal advice if they are unable to do so between the two of them. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that she received a call from one of the owners asking why water service had 
been stopped and the meter locked out last week.  The owner was advised that it was unlikely 
that the City had shut off the meter nor had staff locked it out but that this would need to be 
confirmed the following morning.  As thought, this was not the City’s doing. 
 
City Attorney Jim McGehee was consulted on the matter since the meter is the City’s and no one 
should be tampering with it.  Complicating matters, the service line is billed to one owner.  Mr. 
McGehee advised that the City can and should cut the lock from the meter and that a letter 
should be sent to the property owners advising that they need to come to a mutually agreeable 
determination on the matter or staff would submit the issue to the City Attorney for consideration 
of permanent discontinuance. 
 
Public Works Supervisor Russ Foltz was asked to contact the gentleman who locked out the 
meter and ask him to immediately remove the lock or have it cut off.  This was taken care of 
shortly after contact was made.  Mr. Foltz also advised him that he cannot lock out this meter and 
indicated that this dispute needs to be settled or there may be a risk of loss of service.  Mrs. Cook 
has not yet sent the letter advising of this possibility. 
 
CIS Worker’s Comp Change to SAIF:  Mrs. Cook advised the Council that the City’s insurance 
company, CIS, is switching over from a self-managed worker’s comp program to a SAIF program  
A form authorizing the City to be included in a group rate for SAIF will be completed and returned 
to CIS. 
 
City Attorney Report: Mr. McGehee said that he has been reviewing all of the necessary 
documents to allow him to sign and submit his opinion letter for the City’s Business Oregon water 
loan and wanted to be sure that the Council was aware of the requirement that the same revenue 
used to cover loan payments cannot be pledged to any other project so long as the loan is in 
place.  Revenue must run at 1.2% of the annual payment and the annual payment must be 
placed in a reserve fund.  Mr. McGhee said that the language he spoke about earlier regarding 
repayment regardless of the situation, including an act of God, should be brought up to the 
lending agency to see if they will consider making a change. 
 
BUSINESS FROM MAYOR & CITY COUNCILORS 
 
Councilor Winn said that he moved the logs on SW Ivy Street so that clean-up of the limbs and 
replacement of the fence can be completed. 
 
Councilor Zeyen-Hall said that she is still looking at play equipment options but the costs are 
very high.  Councilor Zeyen-Hall also noted that the NSSA virtual town hall is set for February 25 
between 6:00 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.  The final engineering report will be presented to the NSSA 
Board at the April 1, 2021 meeting. 
 
Mayor Kirsch and Councilors Katlong, Plotts and Trout had nothing to report. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:27 PM. 
 
Prepared by:      Approved by: 
 
_______________________________   ________________________________ 
Stacie Cook, MMC     Tim Kirsch 
City Recorder                  Mayor 


