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MILL CITY 
MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

Tuesday, February 23, 2021 
 
Mayor Kirsch opened the meeting at 6:30 PM with the flag salute. Councilors present were Janet 
Zeyen-Hall, Dawn Plotts, Tony Trout, and Steve Winn. Councilor Katlong arrived at 6:44 PM.  
Staff members in attendance were City Recorder, Stacie Cook and City Clerk, Tree Fredrickson. 
 
Citizens in Attendance were Ann Carey, Kimberly Cole, Jan Huckeby, Roel Lundquist, 
Stephanie Lynch, John McCormick, John Pickett, Melissa Pickett, Ronald Schiewek and Sandy 
Schlabach. 
 
DECLARATIONS OF POTENTIAL CONFLICTS OF INTEREST: Mayor Kirsch stated that 
anyone who felt they may have a potential conflict with anything on tonight’s agenda may say so 
at this time or at any time during tonight’s meeting. 
 
Mayor Kirsch declared a potential conflict of interest with item ‘d’ Ratification of Planning 
Commission Approval of Variance/Minor Partition, of the Consent Agenda, as he is within the 
notice area and asked that this be pulled for an individual vote. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Councilor Zeyen-Hall moved and was seconded by Councilor Trout to approve items a; 
Approval of Minutes of Regular City Council Meeting of January 12, 2021, b; Approval of 
Accounts Payable, and c; Ratification of Mayor Kirsch’s Appointment of Ann Carey to a One (1) 
Year Term and Debbie Schenck and Caitlin Purdy to Three (3) Year Terms on the Budget 
Committee. Mrs. Fredrickson polled the Council. The motion passed unanimously, (5:0). 
 
Mrs. Cook noted that the approval of the minor partition is written, subject to submittal of cost 
estimates and final approval of a development agreement by the Council and developer.  This is 
due to the possible extension of a water line and resulting overlay needs.  If the Council and 
developer do not agree on cost sharing then the developer would revert back to their original plan 
for connection to the existing main and placement of a fire hydrant at its end. 
 
Councilor Trout moved and was seconded by Councilor Zeyen-Hall to approve item d; 
Ratification of Planning Commission Approval of Variance/Minor Partition for File No’s 2021-02 
and 2021-03; 715 NW River Road, Subject to Submittal and Review of Cost Estimates and Final 
Approval of a Development Agreement by the City Council and Developer Related to a Water 
Main Extension.  Mrs. Fredrickson polled the Council. The motion passed unanimously, (4:0:1) 
with Mayor Kirsch abstaining. 
 
CITIZEN COMMENTS/QUESTIONS:  
 
Melissa Pickett, Winston, OR, spoke on behalf of her father, John Pickett, stating that his water 
bill for the month of November was 348 units of water. Ms. Pickett said that her father is disabled 
and unable to work and, therefore, is asking Council for reconsideration of this water bill. Mr. 
Pickett and his tenant have paid $800 toward their account in the past three months.   
 
Councilor Trout asked if the meter was rechecked upon finding the high consumption.  Mayor 
Kirsch said that it had been. 
 
Mayor Kirsch said that Council will need to gather more information on this in order to make an 
informed decision, noting that this item will be put on the March 9th Council agenda. 
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Ms. Pickett requested that payments on the charges being requested for reconsideration be held 
until a decision is made by the Council.  Council consensus to allow Mr. Pickett to pay only his 
current bill until a final decision is made. 
 
Councilor Katlong arrived. 
 
Ms. Pickett was advised that she may attend the meeting via conference call instead of driving 
from Winston if it is easier to do so. 
 
Stephanie Lynch, NW Santiam Blvd., said that she purchased an RV that seemed to be in good 
shape but has since shown to have multiple leaks in it.  A tarp has been placed on the roof in 
order to keep the inside dry.  Staff advised that the tarp will need to be removed and the leaks 
repaired in accordance with the agreement that was signed to reside on the property.  Mrs. Lynch 
said that the weather has not permitted the repairs to be completed and requested that Council 
give her time to fix the leaks on her trailer, stating that she needs three to five days of dry weather 
in order to do so. 
 
Mayor Kirsch thanked Ms. Lynch for coming before Council and explained that the City put this 
park in with taxpayer dollars in order to help those affected by the wildfire and wants to ensure 
that it does not end up unsightly.  Mayor Kirsch added that the City also does not want to cause 
any undue hardship to the occupants. The rules were put in place for the livability of those in the 
park and the surrounding neighborhood. If time is granted for the repairs, they would need to be 
done as soon as possible.  Mrs. Lynch asked about a time frame.  Consensus to allow time for 
repairs to be done at the occupant’s earliest possible convenience. 
 
Ms. Lynch said that the parking area by her RV has become a mud pit and asked if more gravel 
can be placed in this area. Mayor Kirsch said that Public Works will take a look and see what can 
be done. 
 
Councilor Plotts asked if the request to wait until good weather to fix her trailer needs to be in 
writing. Councilor Trout said that Mrs. Lynch’s request will be reflected in the minutes. 
 
John McCormick, SE Fairview St., thanked the Council for working with Mrs. Lynch and noted 
that he attended this evening as an advocate for Mrs. Lynch and others from the City of Gates. 
 
Roel Lundquist, SW Linn Blvd., asked for an update on The Reid House.  Mayor Kirsch said that 
a quick meeting was held with Frances Thomas earlier today.  A report will be given later in the 
meeting.  
 
CONSIDERATION TO ALLOW THC SALES UPDATE – PROCESS:  A presentation on allowing 
cannabis (THC) sales, along with a request for Council to remove the current ban, was presented 
to Council during the February 9, 2021 meeting. Ultimately, the Council agreed that to circumvent 
the voice of the people is not something they wish to do and the matter should be taken back to 
the voters. However, it was also asked that staff research how this ban could be repealed. 
 
Council was provided with Information from the League of Oregon Cities FAQ on local regulations 
of marijuana and a copy of ORS 475B.800, which outlines the process by which a ban on 
marijuana may be repealed when the ban was created by a vote of the people. Page six of the 
FAQ exlains that a ban created by a vote of the people may only be reversed by a vote of the 
people. The measure must be placed on the ballot of a statewide general election; November of 
an even-numbered year.  
 
Mayor Kirsch said that a vote of the people cannot legally be overturned by the Council and must 
be overturned by the vote of the people beginning with an initiative petition process. The earliest 
this issue could be put on the ballot would be the next even numbered year, which would be 
November, 2022.  
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Councilor Trout said that he was approached by a citizen with additional information on repealing 
a ban, stating that ORS 475B.496, and ORS 475B.968 outline additional options for repealing a 
ban.  This information indicates that a vote could be done during any year, not just an even 
numbered election year. 
 
Jan Huckeby, SE 7th Avenue, asked how someone would start an initiative. Mrs. Cook said that 
the process would begin by submitting the prospective petition to her and advised Mrs. Huckeby 
that she would gather the necessary information and have it ready for her later in the week. 
 
MISCELLANEOUS CITY RECORDER ITEMS: 
 
OPRD LGGP Update – Due to the loss of funds throughout the state of Oregon, the Local 
Government Grant Program had a drastically reduced funding availability for the current grant 
cycle. Only seven grants were awarded and Mill City’s was not one of them.  
 
TIGER Grant Update – Mrs. Cook said that with the most recent information available, the 
Railroad Bridge and the Broadway Street Improvement Projects should be starting soon. The 
tentative closure dates are as follows: 
 
 2-24-21  Vehicle Bridge open for both lanes of traffic. 
 3-8-21  Broadway closes between 2nd and 5th Avenues (four month closure). 

Detours will keep truck traffic on Hwy 22 and passenger vehicles will be 
routed from Broadway to 5th north to Evergreen, and from 11th to SW 
Kingwood. 

3-30-21 Vehicle bridge closed to one lane traffic for equipment staging, 
specifically a crane to work on the Railroad Bridge. 

 
Councilor Trout asked if pedestrians will be able to walk across the traffic bridge if there is a 
crane placed there. Mrs. Cook said that it was made clear that pedestrians be able to walk across 
the bridge during work on the Railroad Bridge.  The Railroad Bridge cannot be closed until this is 
possible. 
 
Mr. Lundquist said that new light poles will soon be placed along SW Broadway St. and that 
power will be interrupted during this time, which will affect the businesses along this street and 
suggested that advance notice be provided. 
 
Mrs. Plotts asked if fishermen will be able to access the banks under the bridge for fishing.  
Mayor Kirsch said that due to safety issues, this may not be allowed. 
 
Riparian Code Hearing - March 23, 2021 – The Planning Commission held a public hearing for 
the draft riparian code for publicly owned properties on February 16, 2021 and made a motion to 
recommend that the Council adopt the proposed Chapter 17.80 as presented.  The Council 
hearing has been scheduled for March 23, 2021. 
 
Zoning Code Amendment (MH) Hearing – March 23, 2021 –  The Planning Commission held a 
public hearing for the draft zooming code amendments related to manufactured homes on 
February 16, 2021 and made a motion to recommend that the Council adopt the proposed 
Chapter 17.44 as presented.  Mrs. Cook said that this is only a language change in the City’s 
code, which will allow manufactured homes to be installed per state code. The Council hearing 
has been scheduled for March 23, 2021. 
 
The Reid House – Mrs. Cook said that she and Mayor Kirsch met with Frances Thomas earlier 
today to the family’s wishes regarding The Reid House property and the endowment.  Mrs. 
Thomas indicated that she doesn’t think it would be feasible to rebuild the home on this property.   
When asked about the parcels donated for parking, Mrs. Thomas said that these were gifts and 
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are to remain the City’s.  Mrs. Cook said that she and Mayor Kirsch indicated that they would 
recommend to the Council that a portion of the content insurance funds be turned over to the 
family as there were a number of antiques left in the home.  Mrs. Thomas again stated that these 
were left for the City and no money was expected to be given. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that the endowment for the home is the biggest question that still needs to be 
answered. Because the home was lost in the fire rather than the City determining not to proceed 
with opening it as an event space, the language in the agreement needs to be reviewed to 
determine how to proceed.  This will be discussed with City Attorney Jim McGehee. 
 
Mayor Kirsch said that the Council needs to act on this and put a plan into place, keeping the 
wishes of Josephine Reid at the forefront.  Regardless of what is decided there should be 
something to memorialize the Reid family. 
 
BUSINESS FROM MAYOR & CITY COUNCILORS 
 
Mayor Kirsch said that the virtual town hall meeting for the Sewer Authority is scheduled for 
tomorrow evening. Peter Olson, Keller & Associates, will present the preliminary report on the 
sewer capacity study. 
 
Mayor Kirsch said that he and Mrs. Cook participated on a phone call with Mr. Olson regarding 
the City’s system.  Mr. Olson provided very preliminary costs for short term fixes for the City’s 
sewer system that will align with the NSSA plan. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that dollars are being allocated in the budget to pay for a pre-design report as the 
first step in the process to outline needed upgrades. 
 
Mayor Kirsch said that he received an email from Lori Roach, Heppner Chamber of Commerce 
Director, advising that their fundraising efforts to help replace the entry sign to Mill City garnered 
$1,595.00 and that the check would be mailed soon. Mayor Kirsch said that the City should 
respond with a letter of appreciation and a picture of the new entrance sign when it is finished. 
 
Mayor Kirsch said that a task force from the State Legislature has requested local officials who 
were directly impacted by the wildfires tell them what their specific needs and asks are, as well as 
accounts of how each city was affected by the wildfires. Other city mayors and officials will also 
be a part of this question and answer during a ZOOM meeting on Wednesday, February 24th, 
2021. 
 
Mayor Kirsch said he would be speaking to a taskforce on wildfire legislation and providing 
updates and needs for the City of Mill City, including making a request for sewer dollars and 
storm drainage funding. 
 
Councilor Winn said that SAW Tree Service would be willing to provide rock for the RV park to 
help keep the mud pit from growing. 
 
Councilor Zeyen-Hall said that there was no significant damage in the City from the recent ice 
storm. 
 
Councilor Katlong said that B & B Excavating frequently has fill from jobs and would be happy 
to place it at The Reid House property to use as fill dirt for the basement when all the debris is 
removed.  Consensus to allow storage of fill. 
 
Councilor Plotts and Trout had nothing to report.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
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The meeting was adjourned at 7:44 PM. 
 
Prepared by:      Approved by: 
 
_______________________________   ________________________________ 
Stacie Cook, MMC     Tim Kirsch 
City Recorder                  Mayor 


