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THE REID HOUSE COMMITTEE 

Meeting of February 2, 2018  

 

Committee members present: Lynda Harrington, Brett Katlong, and Dorothy Keasey. Ad Hoc 

members present: Dan Benjamin, City Recorder Stacie Cook, Frances Thomas and Bev Reding. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 12:05p.m. with the flag salute. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES – JANUARY 5, 2018:  Lynda Harrington moved and was seconded 

by Dorothy Keasey to approve the minutes as presented.  The motion passed unanimously, (4:0). 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

 

Lynda Harrington said that City Recorder Stacie Cook is out of state and has prepared the agenda 

for the Committee.   

 

Election of Chair:  Mrs. Cook said that while she is appreciative of Bev Reding stepping up to 

act as chair, she is an Ad Hoc member and therefore unable to vote or be chair.  Dorothy Keasey 

asked if there is a reason Ms. Reding can’t be reassigned to a full member.  Mrs. Cook said that 

there are two reasons; first, that the committee is a 5-7 member committee and second, due to the 

affiliation that Ms. Reding has with the property and the potential for funds to be paid to her, she 

has a conflict as a full member. 

 

Mrs. Harrington nominated Gary Swanson as Chair.  Dorothy Keasey seconded the nomination.  

No further nominations.  Gary Swanson elected chair. 

 

Committee Roles and Responsibilities:  Chair Swanson said that he has done some research 

regarding the possible roles and responsibilities of the committee.  Mr. Swanson said that he 

would like the members to take the next 30 days to consider what these may be. 

 

Frances Thomas said that the committee needs to be mindful in not overlapping the other event 

centers in the area and find our own niche. 

 

Brett Katlong said that he would like to see the building available for all ages.  Mrs. Thomas said 

that events could still be held in the building on a smaller scale such as recitals.  Opening the 

potential uses up for the public to consider would be an option. 

 

Mrs. Cook said that the first focus of this committee needs to be getting the roles and 

responsibilities written and to Council for approval.  However, the next logical step would be to 

put the question out to the public about the possible uses. 

 

Mrs. Harrington asked when the City’s lease on the Green Mountain building is up.  Mrs. Cook 

said that it is December 30, 2018. 

 

Dan Benjamin said that having someone who is an anchor and would always be at the building is 

something that we may want to look at doing.  This could be something like the radio station or 
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chamber of commerce.  The upstairs has good possibilities for use as well, especially if the 

Committee determines that installation of an elevator is viable. 

 

Mr. Katlong said he has some concerns with having Hearts to Arts in the building as they have 

not met the conditions that they agreed to with the Green Mountain building as far as applying 

for any obtaining grants. 

 

Mr. Swanson asked what the status of the Green Mountain building is.  Mrs. Cook said that from 

a staffing point, the recommendation will be to not consider renewing the lease due to financial 

constraints. 

 

Mr. Swanson said that one item that needs to be considered is someone to manage the facility.  

Mrs. Cook said that this was something that was brought up in the initial discussion when 

committee members were being determined.  Ultimately, it may be feasible to create a part time 

paid position that works in part at the City as well.  Mr. Swanson said that this position may be 

able to be funded via rental fees. 

 

Mrs. Thomas asked if the Sheriff’s Office may benefit and better able to expand with a larger 

facility.  Mrs. Cook said that she does not know the answer to this but can say that when the 

Green Mountain building came up they were asked about it and it was not received well. 

 

Potential Building Uses:   Mr. Swanson asked the group to brainstorm uses for the building over 

the next 30 days and come back with a list for the next meeting.  The potential uses for the building 

will directly affect what may need to be done for remodel.  Are larger spaces needed?  Smaller? 

 

Mr. Swanson asked Mrs. Cook who should report to the Council.  Mrs. Cook said that informal 

updates can be done regularly by staff and the Council representative.  However, if there is a formal 

recommendation or request that the Committee wants to make that should come from the 

Committee Chair with staff/Council rep assistance. 

 

Mr. Swanson asked if reporting to OCF will be done by staff.  Mrs. Cook said that she believes 

that staff will do the reporting. 

 

Mr. Swanson asked for the Committee to think about how they would like to see the group function 

outside of the normal considerations.  How and when are public comments solicited?  Are formal 

votes required or is a consensus okay? 

 

Mrs. Harrington asked if it is a given that the building must be ADA compliant.  Mr. Swanson said 

that it is.  Mrs. Cook noted that the ADA upgrades are generally a percentage of the overall upgrade 

costs. 

 

Building Issues/Concerns to Address:  Mr. Swanson said that he would like to compile a list of 

concerns that we know we will have to deal with at some point and asked about the heating system. 

 

Mr. Benjamin said that the heating system works great but it is an expensive system.  Mrs. 

Harrington asked what expensive is for this system.  Mrs. Cook said that the expense has been 
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roughly $500 per month just to keep the oil full to have minimal heat in the home. 

 

Mr. Benjamin said that the house has a boiler system that pipes hot water through radiators.  Going 

to gas may not be any less expensive.  It might be advisable to consider installing a ductless system 

as remodeling is done.  These systems are very low maintenance and the most efficient system to 

have.  It is also inexpensive to install. 

 

Mr. Benjamin said that the biggest issue inside the house is the possibility of lead paint.  There are 

also costs to consider with the potential for roof replacement in the future. 

 

Mrs. Cook asked if exploring adding this home to the Historical Register is something we want to 

do.   

 

Items for next meeting: 

 

Individual use ideas. 

Maintenance Issues that are on-going - Dan 

Historic Register qualifications - Dorothy 

Sample building use ideas/rules/regulations from Brown House – Lynda 

 

Mr. Benjamin stated that he has keys to the building so that he can get in anytime he needs to.  

There is a large amount of paperwork and sketches of the building in the home and asked if these 

should be stored elsewhere.  Mrs. Cook said that there is a file cabinet available at City Hall that 

these can be stored in. 

 

The next meeting of The Reid House Committee will be on Friday, March 2, 2018 at 12:00 p.m. 

at City Hall. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 1:05 p.m. 

 

Prepared by: 

 

 

Stacie Cook, MMC, City Recorder/Secretary  

 


