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MILL CITY 
MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

Tuesday, February 10, 2015 
 
Mayor Thacker  opened the meeting at 6:30 PM with the flag salute. Councilors present were 
Scott Baughman, Penny A. Keen, C. Michael Long and Susann Heller.  Fred Smith was absent.  
Staff members in attendance were City Recorder, Stacie Cook, Public Works Supervisor John 
Dickinson and City Attorney Jim McGehee. 
 
Citizens in attendance were  Tom Blaylock, Ann Carey, Lisa Follis, Sgt. Greg Klein, LCSO, Roel 
Lundquist, Bill Sanderson, Alicia Thacker and Tony Trout. 
 
DECLARATIONS OF POTENTIAL CONFLICTS OF INTEREST:  Mayor Thacker stated that 
anyone who felt they may have a potential conflict with anything on tonight’s agenda may say so 
at this time or at any time during tonight’s meeting. 
 
PUBLIC WORKS REPORT:  Public Works Supervisor John Dickinson stated that the generator 
is about three weeks from delivery.  A sketch and bid for a shell of a pole barn has been provided 
as a beginning point to start thinking about a new public works building.  Wood materials were 
broken out of the bid to allow for local donations.  This building is a five bay building with only four 
having doors to allow for a future office area. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that a request for training for cross connection control 
 
Councilor Heller  moved and was seconded by Councilor Long  to Approve Request for Training 
for John Dickinson to Attend Cross Connection Control Specialist Course in the Amount of 
$375.00.  The motion carried unanimously, (5:0). 
 
Councilor Long asked what the $400+ was for a riser that was purchased.  Mr. Dickinson said 
that the riser is to fix a hydrant on 3rd Avenue that was on the Fire Department’s list of hydrants to 
fix. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Councilor long pulled items ‘a’ and ‘b’ of the consent agenda.  Councilor Baughman pulled item 
‘d’. 
 
Councilor Heller moved and was seconded by Councilor Long , to approve item c; Acceptance 
of Monthly Revenues & Expenditures Report, January 2015, of the consent agenda.  Stacie Cook 
polled the council; the motion passed unanimously, (5:0). 
 
Councilor Long stated that he requested that the minutes include reference to why the Ordinance 
read at the last meeting did not have a number assigned.  Mrs. Cook stated that this has been 
included as has reference to the need to purchase the generator. 
 
Councilor Long  moved and was seconded by Councilor Heller to Approve item ‘a’ of the 
consent agenda.  The motion passed unanimously, (5:0). 
 
Councilor Long said it is surprising to learn that the Planning Advisor line item is already over 
budget and how much money has been spent updating the Comprehensive Plan.  Councilor Long 
also asked about the stipend paid out to former Mayor Tim Kirsch and former Councilor Justin 
Merrill since they were not in office in January.  Mrs. Cook said that the stipend was pro-rated 
through the 13th of the month since that is when the two were officially out of office.  Councilor 
Long said that he does not recall ever having pro-rated a stipend before.  Mrs. Cook said that she 
is not sure whether or not this has been done in previous years. 
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Ann Carey said that our Comprehensive Plan has not been updated for 20 years and it is a very 
valuable item for the City.  The first six chapters should be approved by June.  The next six will be 
completed next fiscal year. 
 
Councilor Heller  moved and was seconded by Councilor Long  to Approve item ‘b’ of the 
consent agenda.  The motion passed unanimously, (5:0). 
 
Councilor Baughman said that he would like to discuss allowing the Fire Department the right to 
use the WWTP for longer than one year at a time, possibly five.  A general consensus was 
reached to allow the use indefinitely or until revoked by the City. 
 
Councilor Baughman  moved and was seconded by Councilor Keen  to Authorize the Mill City 
Rural Fire Protection District to Use the WWTP Indefinitely or Until Revoked by the City Council, 
Pursuant to Submittal of a Certificate of Insurance Annually.  The motion passed unanimously, 
(5:0). 
 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE REPORT:  Sgt. Klein said that there has been growing concern about a 
white neon driving up and down the canyon and asked City Attorney Jim McGehee whether he 
has had any contact with the City of Stayton to see what they did to get the vehicle and the 
occupants out of town.  Mr. McGehee said that he spoke with the City Manager and was advised 
that the people were charged with trespass and other cites for obstruction of view.  This helped to 
get them out of town. 
 
CITIZEN COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS:   Tom Blaylock, Mill City, said that he came this 
evening to try to get the stop work order lifted from the first set of mini storage units he 
constructed and after speaking with Mrs. Cook understands that the City does not have a stop 
work order on the first building, only the second.  Mrs. Cook will contact Linn County this week to 
try to straighten out the misunderstanding. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING: No public hearings were held. 
 
OLD BUSINESS  
 
Business Loan Program:  Mayor Thacker said that the potential is to expand the Housing Rehab 
Fund into an Economic Resource Fund to allow for business loans as well.  Mayor Thacker said 
that he would like to see a focus on having buildings go back to our logging history such as 
Sisters did with the rodeo facades.  The area for loans should be Highway 22 and an inspection 
should be done before loans are approved so that we can be assured that the building is 
structurally sound. 
 
Councilor Heller said that she would like to allow any loans to be given to any business in our 
main core areas.  Councilor Heller added that she believes an inspection should be a requirement 
prior to approval of any loan. 
 
Mayor Thacker said he would like to see a minimum number of employees in order to be granted 
a loan. 
 
Mayor Thacker would like to have the Planning Commission explore code regarding 
broken/boarded windows and maintenance on buildings. 
 
Roel Lundquist, SW Linn Blvd, said that he thinks any program should be a loan instead of a 
grant. 
 
Councilor Long said that it would be wonderful if we could get funding for a commercial rehab 
program that would be provide low interest loans where they can be administered as well 
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because the staff, Council and Planning Commission do not have the expertise to administer 
these loans. 
 
Mr. Lundquist said that he would not want to see the Housing Rehab Fund depleted for a 
business loan program when there are so many homes in Mill City that are in need of repair and 
upgrades. 
 
Councilor Long said that our first goal should be to secure funding, which would then tell us what 
kind of program we can implement.  The City should lead by example with some of these things 
such as planting flowers in City parks. 
 
Marion County Community Projects Grant:  Mrs. Cook provided sample icons for the Council to 
consider placing on directional signs inside the City limits.  A list of possible icons including: picnic 
shelter, restroom and boat launch for Kimmel Park and; fishing, kayak, hand launch for Hammond 
Park were identified.  Staff will work on possible placements for the signs and getting permit 
papers to begin the approval process at both Linn County and the State. 
 
Ordinance No. 376 – Annexation and Rezone:  The Council held a public hearing to consider an 
annexation and zone change from UGA RR 2.5 to R-1 Residential for the property located at 
48974 SE Fairview Street.  Upon closing the hearing the Council voted unanimously to approve 
the annexation.  Ordinance No. 3XX was read for first reading by title only at that time. 
 
To complete the City’s portion of the annexation approve the Ordinance must be read for a 
second time by title only and the Mayor directed to sign the Ordinance once enacted.  After this 
the Ordinance will be forwarded to Linn County and the State of Oregon for finalization. 
 
Council Long moved and was seconded by Councilor Baughman to Read Ordinance No. 376 
for Second Reading by Title Only.  The motion passed unanimously, (5:0). 
 
Councilor Long moved and was seconded by Councilor Heller  to Enact Ordinance No. 376 and 
to Direct Mayor Thacker to Sign the Ordinance as Enacted.  The motion passed unanimously, 
(5:0). 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Carpet Cleaning – City Hall: Staff asked Moonlight Maintenance to provide a cost estimate for 
windows and carpet cleaning at City Hall.  At this time staff would like Council approval to 
schedule the cleaning of all carpets in City Hall.  They have not been cleaned since installation 
and, having hosted three tree lightings as well and dozens of meetings over the past two and a 
half years, they are in need of a thorough cleaning. 
 
Mike Callahan, Moonlight Maintenance Owner, recommended our first cleaning be the machine 
steam extraction cleaning to ensure that the carpet is fully cleaned.  Interim cleanings can then be 
done with the semi-dry method. 
 
The estimated cost of the thorough steam cleaning is $295.00.  If Council is okay with having this 
work done staff will have it scheduled in the near future.  
 
Councilor Heller requested that the library carpet also be cleaned. 
 
Councilor Long  moved and was seconded by Councilor Heller  to Authorize City Recorder to 
Contract with Moonlight Maintenance to Clean the Carpets at City Hall and the Library.  The 
motion passed unanimously, (5:0). 
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Supervisory Authority:  Mayor Thacker said that his initial request to have a change in supervisory 
authority of the Public Works Supervisor be changed to only a liaison rather than for any formal 
disciplinary matters. 
 
Mr. McGehee said that this can be handled by motion rather than by changing the personnel 
handbook. 
 
Councilor Heller moved and was seconded by Councilor Baughman  to Designate Councilor 
Long as the Liaison Between the Mayor and Council and Public Works Supervisor, Nothing in this 
Motion Shall be Construed to Limit the Powers of the Mayor as Set Forth in the Personnel 
Handbook.  The motion passed unanimously, (5:0). 
 
City Hall Hours:  Mayor Thacker said that Councilor Baughman requested that this item be placed 
on the agenda.  The last time this was discussed the result was to leave the office hours as they 
currently are. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that he would like to see more business-like hours; 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 
p.m.  Councilor Long agreed with this statement and Councilor Keen said that she feels that at 
least three days should be these extended hours.  Councilor Heller asked who would be able to 
get to City Hall between these hours that can not get to City Hall between 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 
p.m. 
 
Mayor Thacker said that there are times he would like to conduct business after 4:00 p.m. but it 
has never been a pressing issue that couldn’t wait until the next day. 
 
Councilor Long said that the extended hours would allow for citizens to take less time off of work 
if they need to come to City Hall. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that the reason two employees are on in the morning and two stay in the 
afternoon is because then there are always two employees for security and for financial oversight.  
Mrs. Cook added that the half hour that she is at work and the office is closed is sometimes the 
only time that work can be done without interruptions. 
 
Mrs. Cook added that the earlier start time for employees has worked out well for those citizens 
that work out of town because they are able to come by City Hall before going to work. 
 
Mr. Lundquist noted that changing City Hall hours may mean looking at public works as well. 
 
Councilor Baughman asked what the hours of each employee are.  Mrs. Cook gave the hours for 
the office staff.  Councilor Baughman asked about public works and Mrs. Cook said that they 
work 8:00a.m. to 4:30 p.m. with a half hour lunch.  Councilor Baughman said that one employee 
drives to Gates every day for lunch and he doesn’t see how this can be done in only a half hour. 
 
Mayor Thacker noted that during the elected officials training it was said that taking a publicly 
owned vehicle home should be prohibited.  Mr. McGehee said that he is not aware of this being 
illegal.  It is instead a policy decision by the agency that owns the vehicle. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that with three employees, hours can be staggered to accommodate 
the extended hours.  Mr. McGehee said that lunches need to be factored in to keep from having 
overtime. 
 
Councilor Keen said that OSHA requires two people in the office for it to be open. 
 
Mayor Thacker requested that Mrs. Cook speak with staff to see if there are some options that 
would work for everyone and still accommodate the 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. hours. 
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Mr. Lundquist said that it is convenient to have someone here a half hour before opening and a 
half hour after closing to complete opening and closing procedures.  In addition, if the public 
works crew leaves at 4:30 p.m. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that he has a problem with the fact that public works takes only a half 
hour lunch and one employee drives to Gates and back every day.  This is impossible to do in a 
half hour time frame. 
 
Mrs. Cook will speak with staff to try to work out some staffing options for the suggested hours. 
 
Council Resignation:  Mrs. Cook said that Councilor Fred Smith, due to personal issues, has 
submitted his resignation from the Council.  The Council should formally accept the resignation by 
motion and declare the seat vacant so staff can advertise for potential candidates. 
 
Councilor Long  moved and was seconded by Councilor Baughman to Accept Councilor 
Smith’s Resignation and Declare His Seat Vacant.  The motion passed unanimously, (5:0). 
 
STAFF/COMMISSION REPORTS 
 
City Recorder Report 
 
Council Office Space:  Mrs. Cook said that the Council office is now ready and mailboxes are in 
the office. 
 
Mayor Thacker suggested adding the audit and budget documents to the Council office.  Mrs. 
Cook said that the audit is in the office.  The wifi password was also requested. 
 
City Attorney Report 
 
Tinney Lot Line Adjustment:  Mr. McGehee said that he spoke with Linn County today and agreed 
that the next course of action is to go back to the original sale of the property and get a legal 
opinion from Mr. McGehee that the intention was to include the no man’s land strip in the right-of-
way area and that the original survey was done incorrectly.  This will include research at the law 
library in Salem to research two legal cases that set precedent in such matters. 
 
424 SW Cedar Street:  The complaint is ready to file and was sent in but the County sent it back 
because everything needs to be filed electronically now. 
 
Mr. McGehee said that the Council needs to begin thinking about what will be done regarding 
marijuana when the law takes effect. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that the Planning Commission has been asking about implementing a code 
related to marijuana.  The Planning Advisor has suggested holding off a little longer until the 
Legislature further defines the letter of the law. 
 
BUSINESS FROM MAYOR & CITY COUNCILORS 
 
Mayor Thacker  said that on February 26th he will be attending the Oregon Mayor’s Association 
Day at the Capitol.  If any Councilor’s are interested they can register to attend as well. 
 
Press credentials in executive sessions was brought up as a topic at the League of Oregon Cities 
Elected Officials training and it was suggested that the Council implement press credentials for 
the City. 
 
Mayor Thacker asked about the authorized signers for the banking accounts.  Mrs. Cook said that 
she called about this and was advised that our resolution was forwarded to their Government 
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Banking section and they will be contacting us for our next action.  At this time staff has not 
received any contact. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that she and Mayor Thacker discussed foreclosed homes today and the 
possibility of adopting an ordinance requiring banks to advise the City when a foreclosure occurs. 
 
Mayor Thacker said that he received a letter from Vicki Resch stating that she does not feel the 
City should be trying to obtain funding for the railroad bridge but instead focusing our efforts on 
providing clean, safe and affordable housing for our children and families.  Mayor Thacker noted 
that building and providing housing is not within the jurisdiction of the City. 
 
Councilor Baughman  said no permits have been issued so far this month.  The County has sent 
through a notice with finaled permits but it is not what the City should accept at this point. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that before it can be considered, more information must be obtained for 
the shop building. 
 
Councilor Keen  said that there was graffiti on one of the park signs.  A photo has been sent to 
staff.  Councilor Keen is also working with some of the Canyon Catalysts to do clean up days 
around town and in the park. 
 
Councilor Heller  gave the Linn County Sheriff’s report for January. 
 
Councilor Long  said that we are required to get three bids for the public works shop and if there 
is a bid process it should be on our website. 
 
Mr. McGehee noted that until a new Councilor is sworn in three is now a quorum. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  None Scheduled. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:35 PM. 
 
 Prepared by:      Approved by: 
 
 
_______________________________   ________________________________ 
Stacie Cook, MMC     Thorin F. Thacker 
City Recorder      Mayor 


