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MILL CITY 
MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

Tuesday, December 8, 2015 
 
 
Mayor Thacker  opened the meeting at 6:30 PM with the flag salute. Councilors present were 
Scott Baughman, Lisa D. Follis, Susann Heller-Tuers, Penny A. Keen, and C. Michael Long.  
Staff members in attendance were City Recorder, Stacie Cook, Planning Advisor David Kinney 
and City Attorney Jim McGehee. 
 
Citizens in attendance were  Ann Carey, Dennis Chamberlin, Susan Chamberlin, Arden Corey, 
Bobbie Corey, David Forward, Yvonne Hanna, Lee Harrington, Lynda Harrington, Marge 
Henning, Mike Higgs, Ruth Higgs, David Hinkley, Nancy Kelle, Tim Kirsch, Sgt. Greg Klein, 
LCSO,  Anita Leach, David Leach, Dan Lemke, Ruth Lemke, Cheryl Lundquist, Roel Lundquist, 
Helen Merrill, Dennis Mumey, Jerry Mumey, Dawn Plotts, Josephine Reid, Dave Stuntzner, Gay 
Stuntzner, Bill Sanderson, Frances Thomas, Frances Villwock and Karen Widmer. 
 
DECLARATIONS OF POTENTIAL CONFLICTS OF INTEREST:  Mayor Thacker stated that 
anyone who felt they may have a potential conflict with anything on tonight’s agenda may say so 
at this time or at any time during tonight’s meeting. 
 
PUBLIC WORKS REPORT:   Public Works Supervisor Russ Foltz is attending classes in 
Portland.  He has submitted a water consumption report and advised Mayor Thacker that there 
were some issues with one of the pump stations but it has been resolved. 
 
Councilor Long asked if staff is confident with the consumption data report.  Mrs. Cook said that 
she is not confident that the figures for sales and for pumped are accurate and would like to 
monitor them to see if we can determine what is off.  Councilor Follis said that she spoke with Mr. 
Foltz and he would also like to monitor the two figures for a month or two. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Councilor Long pulled item ‘c’ of the consent agenda.  Councilor Long pointed out that item ‘e’ 
should be Thursday instead of Friday. 
 
Councilor Baughman moved and was seconded by Councilor Heller , to approve items a; 
Approval of Minutes of Regular City Council Meeting of November 24, 2015, b; Approval of 
Accounts Payable, d; Ratification of Mayor Thacker’s Appointment of Jan Cartwright, Traci 
Archer, Melinda Flatman, Penny Keen and Thorin F. Thacker to the 2015-2016 4th of July 
Committee, e; Authorization of 1/2-Day Paid Holiday on Thursday, December 24, 2015 and f; 
Authorization of Holiday Gift Certificates of $40.00 for Each City Employee, of the consent 
agenda as amended.  Stacie Cook polled the council; the motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
Councilor Long stated that it was determined that the insurance payments should be placed in the 
General Facilities Reserve Fund rather than the General Fund.  Councilor Long also noted that it 
was requested that large amounts of revenues in the miscellaneous line items be outlined in the 
consent agenda memo so that it is clear what they are for. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that the lack of explanation was her error and that the insurance payment needs 
to be deposited into the General Fund then transferred into the appropriate funds with the 
supplemental budget process. 
 
Councilor Long moved and was seconded by Councilor Follis  to approve item c; Acceptance 
of Monthly Revenues & Expenditures Reports, November 2015.  The motion passed 
unanimously, (6:0). 
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CITIZEN COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS:   None. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING: Amendment to Zoning Code – Marijuana Facilities 
 
Mayor Thacker opened the hearing at 6:42p.m. and called for potential conflicts of interest, bias 
or ex-parte contact.  Being none, Mayor Thacker called for the staff report. 
 
STAFF REPORT:   David Kinney, Planning Advisor, stated that communities are required, if 
marijuana facilities are permitted, to have regulations for sales and processing facilities inside the 
City.  Some requirements for a conditional use process would be a site plan showing how the 
development would fit on the property, demonstrate compliance with State requirements including 
appropriate licenses and must address criteria related to noise, odor and access in and out of the 
facility. 
 
Under the State Law for recreational marijuana the sales facilities cannot be located within 1000 
feet of a school.  Under a city’s home rule authority cities can establish a reasonable limit on 
allowing these facilities in areas such as parks.  These rules limit the ability to open a marijuana 
facility to very specific areas along the highway. 
 
PROPONENT’S TESTIMONY:  Lynda Harrington, Santiam Pointe Loop, thanked the Planning 
Commission for their work and drawing the boundaries as they did. 
 
OPPONENT’S TESTIMONY:   None. 
 
GENERAL TESTIMONY:   David Hinkley, SE Myrtle, asked if the description for cannabis 
includes industrial hemp.  City Attorney Jim McGehee said that this is the same language used in 
the State sample and it does not exclude hemp.  As long as the hemp doesn’t include THC it is 
fine. 
 
Mr. Hinkley said that the marijuana reference denotes the need for the intention to relieve medical 
symptoms and recreational marijuana is not intended to do this so it looks as though there is a 
problem with the definition.  Mr. Kinney suggested adding the word “also” just before “refers” to 
address this question. 
 
QUESTIONS OF CLARIFICATION FROM CITY COUNCIL:   Councilor Baughman asked why 
there is a 1000 foot distance from one park and 500 from two other parks.  Mr. Kinney said that if 
the 1000 feet is used from each park facility then we would be doing an exclusionary code and no 
one could open a business if the voters allow marijuana in Mill City.  Because parks are an 
optional issue and not by State Statute we need to be sure we don’t write out code as 
exclusionary. 
 
Councilor Baughman asked if this would open the City up to litigation should someone challenge 
it in the future.  Mr. McGehee said that we would just need to be able to show that there was a 
rational basis for why it was done.  The exclusionary reason is a good one for having two 
separate distances. 
 
Dan Lemke, SW Kingwood Avenue, asked if this explanation is included in the recommendation 
so that it can be referred to if need be.  Mr. Kinney said that it is now a part of the legislative 
record and can be researched if the question is raised. 
 
STAFF SUMMARY:   Mr. Kinney said that the definitions were taken from the LOC model 
ordinance.  The Section 2A definitions can be fixed by adding the word “also” before refers to. 
 
The Planning Commission recommends approval of this code and Ordinance. 
 
Mayor Thacker closed the hearing at 7:02p.m. and called for Council deliberation. 
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DELIBERATION:   Councilor Heller-Tuers  moved and was seconded by Councilor Baughman 
to Adopt Legislative Amendments as Modified to the Mill City zoning Code to Establish Time, 
Manner and Place Restrictions for Marijuana Facilities Inside the City of Mill City and to Read 
Ordinance 3XX for First Reading by Title Only.  The motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
Mrs. Cook read Ordinance 3XX for first reading by title only. 
 
Councilor Heller-Tuers  moved and was seconded by Councilor Keen  to Adopt Ordinance No. 
3XX.  The motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
LINN COUNTY SHERIFF’S REPORT:   Sgt. Greg Klein gave the LCSO report for the month of 
November. 
 
The dog bite issue that was discussed at the first November meeting has been followed up on 
and a citation is being issued for the incident on SE 4th Avenue. 
 
Councilor Long asked the status of the dog.  Sgt. Klein said it is still alive and the owner has 
moved to an unknown address.  LCSO is actively looking for the dog owner. 
 
OLD BUSINESS  
 
Mill City Falls – Hammond Park Restroom Project:  The restroom building was delivered 
Thursday, November 19th.  Public Works Supervisor Russ Foltz is completing excavation work at 
this time.  Remaining elements that need to be installed are sidewalks, ADA parking and grade 
improvements between the existing parking and the new restroom. 
 
Lyons-Mill City Drive Traffic Study Recommendation:  Mrs. Cook said that the speed signs have 
been moved to their appropriate locations. 
 
Railroad Bridge Update/SOB: The Save Our Bridge Committee held an open house for the public 
just prior to this meeting.   
 
Water and Sewer Rate Study:  No update. 
 
Old Fire Hall Fire: Stark Trucking, Inc has completed removal of the old fire hall building.  Stark 
has submitted a bid for removal of the concrete and concrete stem wall that still remains on site to 
CCIS in the amount of $4490.  Eric Ramm, CCIS, has approved covering this cost.  However, 
CCIS will not cover costs for fill. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that he estimates that the gravel will be less than $2000 to fill the site.  
 
Councilor Baughman moved and was seconded by Councilor Keen  to Approve Using Stark 
Trucking in the Amount of $4490 to Remove the Concrete and Concrete Stem Wall at the Old 
Fire Hall Location.  The motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
ATV/Golf Cart/Snowmobile Code:  No update. 
 
“Leak Bill” Meter Fee:  No update. 
 
Tinney Lot Line Adjustment: City Recorder Stacie Cook, Public Works Supervisor Russ Foltz, 
Greg Tinney and Greg Wilson, Barker Wilson Surveying, met Friday morning to review the right-
of-way lines and property markers.  A lot line adjustment starting point was determined.  Mrs. 
Cook explained that Mr. Tinney has asked about using the west property marker of the right-of-
way and angling the line back to the southeast to connect to the existing lot line between the two 
parcels just south of this area.  After some discussion, Mr. Tinney agreed to use the property pin 
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that is in the middle of the right-of-way as the starting point for the adjustment, still angling to the 
earlier mentioned southeast location.  
 
If the Council is agreeable to the proposed lot line adjustment as shown I will contact the surveyor 
and have the final work completed so we can close this issue out. 
 
Councilor Long asked for clarification as to the actual property “trade” in this scenario.  Mrs. Cook 
explained that the Tinney’s would receive roughly double what was originally discussed and the 
City’s portion would be cut in half. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that the line would be kept parallel to what was originally offered and 
moved to the east and asked how far over the line would be moved.  Mrs. Cook said that she 
does not have an actual footage that the line would be moved because there was never any 
actual surveyed line on the map that was agreed to. 
 
Councilor Baughman said that he doesn’t have a problem with this because it is keeping the lines 
square. 
 
Councilor Baughman  moved and was seconded by Councilor Keen  to Accept the Lot Line 
Adjustment Location as Proposed.  The motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
Mrs. Cook said that when the Council make the original decision regarding this property it was 
decided to cut the line and cap it wherever the new property line was at.  However, Mr. Tinney 
would like to record an easement for the storm drainage line rather than capping and diverting the 
water.  Mrs. Cook explained that the easement will be a blanket easement for the full right-of-way 
area. 
 
Councilor Long  moved and was seconded by Councilor Follis  to Direct Staff to Draft an 
Easement for the Storm Drainage Line at the Tinney Property and Record it in Conjunction with 
the Lot Line Adjustment. 
 
Planning and Building Services:  No update. 
 
Business Façade Program:  A committee to review and recommend an outline for our Business 
Façade Program was identified at the last Council meeting and will consist of Mayor Thacker, 
Councilor Baughman, Ann Carey (Planning Commission), David Shelton (Chamber of 
Commerce) and Councilor Keen.  The Committee should set a series of meetings to discuss what 
elements Mill City is looking for and how our program should work. 
 
Staff has provided information from the City of Mt. Angel and the City of Sandy.  These 
documents can be used as samples to pull ideas from.  As stated at the last meeting, we must 
implement our plan no later than June 2016 so efficiency is imperative. 
 
There are status objectives outlined in the draft agreement which will need to be reviewed and 
worked into the committee’s discussion and outline so we comply with the grant requirements.  
Grant dollars are restricted to businesses located in Marion County.  However, we should be able 
to use City funds and any other matching funds in Linn County. 
 
Councilor Long said that at the Distressed Communities meeting Commissioner Cameron noted 
that Mt. Angel was very successful in their first attempt at this program and was able to come 
back and request three times the amount this year in grant dollars so we need to be sure that we 
are doing this correctly in an attempt to try to get additional dollars next year. 
 
Ann Carey, SW 1st Avenue, asked if we shouldn’t have a citizen on this committee.  Mayor 
Thacker said that this can be done and asked that staff advertise the openings for two positions 
on the committee. 



City of Mill City 
Minutes of the City Council 
December 8, 2015  Page 5 of 12  

 
City Recorder Review:  Mayor Thacker has provided a new review form for consideration by the 
Council and staff.  In reviewing the form Mrs. Cook found a number of areas which do not apply 
to our City.  The main concern is that the form is geared toward a City Manager with full 
responsibility to run the City.  The form should reflect the “Weak Mayor” form of government we 
use rather than a manager form of government. 
 
Councilor Long said that the samples from other cities were either slanted heavily toward 
managers/administrators or exempt employees and suggested keeping the one Mill City has used 
recently for at least the near future. 
 
Councilor Long moved and was seconded by Councilor Baughman to Continue to Use the 
Same Form as in Previous Years.  The motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
Mayor Thacker asked that the review be completed by the first meeting in January. 
 
Councilor Long asked that the job descriptions be included with the review forms. 
 
Public Works Building Replacement: Councilor Baughman and Public Works Supervisor Russ 
Foltz were charged with starting the design process and location identification for a new public 
works building at the City’s well site.  Regulations require that specific uses, such as storage or 
use of chemicals, solvents, pesticides, fuel, etc be kept at least 100’ from the well.  This also 
includes vehicle/machine maintenance and long term storage. 
 
Staff has reviewed the property and did some rough measurements which gives us a better idea 
of where a building might be located.  In addition to the restrictions on the water supply, there is a 
right-of-way that runs down the center of the property, north to south, that can’t be built in.  This 
leaves the western portion of the parcel to the east as the most viable location. 
 
Mayor Thacker said that with City Hall a design/build process was used.  However, since 
Councilor Baughman has experience with design and design programs he has volunteered to 
create a design which can then be presented to the community for review and comment. 
 
Roel Lundquist, SW Linn Blvd, suggested looking at vacating the right-of-way that runs through 
this parcel so that the building can be placed closer to the existing pump building. 
 
Yvonne Hanna, SW Spring St, asked what the budget is for this building.  Mayor Thacker said 
that we have not set a budget at this point. 
 
Dawn Plotts, SW Linn Pl, asked whether public input would be obtained before going out to bid.  
Mayor Thacker said that a forum would be held to get input from the citizens before going out to 
bid. 
 
Councilor Long asked if the forum for the public works building might be combined with the forum 
for the library. 
 
Councilor Follis said that she thinks the library meeting will be much longer.  Councilor Keen said 
they are also two separate types of buildings.  
 
Marion County Community Grant Agreement: The final draft of the Marion County Community 
Grant Agreement for the Façade Improvement Program.  City Attorney Jim McGehee reviewed 
the draft that was presented at the last meeting and had no issues with the document other than 
the notation that the City must comply with the objectives outlined by Marion County.  
 
If there are no further concerns with the agreement then a motion to approve can be made. 
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Councilor Baughman  moved and was seconded by Councilor Heller-Tuers  to Approve 
Intergovernmental Agreement Between Marion County and City of Mill City for Community 
Projects Grants Façade Improvement Program.  The motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
Supplemental Budget: With the loss of the old fire hall and the contents in the building, as well as 
with unanticipated expenditures occurring in the last six months, we will need to complete a 
supplemental budget to be certain that we remain in compliance with State Budget Law. 
 
Finance Clerk Trisha Ruby and Mrs. Cook have reviewed the requirements for the supplemental 
budget and found that the requirement to reconvene the full Budget Committee is no longer there.  
The supplemental budget hearing can be done strictly by the City Council.  However, the Council 
can choose to reconvene the full Committee. 
 
It was agreed at the last meeting to include the full Budget Committee in the process.  However, 
there were questions about the expired members, quorum and voting should they be involved.  
Staff checked with the Secretary of State and have been advised that the Budget Committee has 
no legal authority on a supplemental budget.  Therefore, if the Council chooses to include the full 
Committee it would only be to include them in any discussion and possible modifications to the 
proposed supplemental budget.  The final voting authority is strictly the City Council. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that January 19 was chosen for the supplemental budget but that is also a 
Planning Commission night.  Consensus to have the meeting on Thursday, January 14 at 
6:30p.m. 
 
There are a few questions that need to be answered in order for us to complete the budget 
changes; 
 
1. Should a “Library Fund” be created? 
 
This would allow us to place lease payments into as well as any other expenses we foresee as 
being needed over the next three years including taxes (if required), maintenance funds, 
administrative and/or engineering costs, and grant/foundation dollars, if received. 
 
Councilor Long suggested waiting until the next budget cycle to create the library fund because 
there are questions that need to be answered regarding building maintenance and agreements 
between the Library Board and the City that need to be addressed before a fund is created. 
 
Mrs. Carey said that she feels that there are questions that need to be answered by the Library 
Board before moving ahead with answers to these questions. 
 
Mr. McGehee suggested keeping to the agenda so that we don’t skip all over the place. 
 
Councilor Long feels that the library funds can be identified in the General Facility Reserve Fund 
and that by creating a library fund it is further committing the Library fund 
 
Consensus to include a “Building Lease” line item in the General Facilities Reserve Fund that 
includes the $54,000 for lease payments.   
 
Without the knowledge of whether this building will be a library the City needs to plan to expend 
dollars for utilities, maintenance, taxes, etc.  Staff will need to research this and compile costs. 
 
2. How much money should be allocated to the library for the items outlined above? 
 
Not applicable if no library fund is created. 
 
Mr. Lundquist suggested placing the extra dollars in contingency. 
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3. The balance of the building payout will be place in the General Facilities Reserve Fund.  
How much of the remaining funds should be allocated to the public works shop building?   
 
$450,000 including the funds already in this line item. 
 
Councilor Long said that this will not be known until the building is drawn and out to bid. 
 
4. Will a records storage/general storage facility be incorporated into the shop building or be 
separate?  If separate, how much should be allocated for this facility? 
 
Yes. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Public Works Maintenance Worker Salary Scale:  Staff has gathered wage comparisons from 
cities around the State.  Finance Clerk Trisha Ruby and Mrs. Cook reviewed the information and 
a new wage scale for the new Public Works Maintenance Worker II position was drafted.  The 
research determined that the existing steps are fairly close to where this position should be.  
However, it is slightly under the average for similar positions in the State. 
 
The job description was presented at a previous meeting and the Council reached a consensus to 
move ahead with it.  If there are no revisions to the wage scale it can be attached to the job 
description and a resolution drafted which will adopt both documents.  This should be available by 
the next meeting. 
 
Consensus to use the proposed wage scale. 
 
Staff will draft a resolution which adopts the scale and job description for the next meeting. 
 
Public Works Supervisor Review (6 Month): Public Works Supervisor Russ Foltz has been with 
the City for six months this month.  A six month review is required to be completed.  As indicated 
under the City Recorder review item, Mayor Thacker has provided a new review form for 
consideration (see Old Business).  However, as noted, the form focuses on a City Manager 
whereas it should be written to acknowledge our “weak mayor” form of government.  The form 
that has been used in prior years is included for review. 
 
As moved above, the existing form will be used at this time. 
 
Lease Agreement – 280 NE Santiam Blvd:  The Lease Agreement has been drafted and 
reviewed by the property owners.  The authorization to sign the agreement was given at the first 
meeting in November. 
 
Mayor Thacker said that the insurance funds that the City received were not for the library.  Their 
contents were insured with their own policy.  The library was operated and funded outside of the 
City.  However, the Council believes we have a moral obligation to keep a library in our town.  
Mayor Thacker said that this is a solution to a problem that is not ours to fix but the compassion 
of the Council has moved us in the direction of doing so.  Mayor Thacker said that the Council did 
not go out looking for options to replace the library.  An opportunity came to the City and it was 
done in executive session as is appropriate.  The Council has proposed spending $18,000 per 
year to take this opportunity. 
 
Bringing in a modular or rebuilding in the same location are not viable options because the City 
does not have the money to do so.  Other options already in existence are either not open to the 
City at this time or are not as good an option as the proposed building.  There have been 
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comments about the City having no history supporting the library but last year alone the City 
spent over $18,000 for carpet cleaning, new ceiling tiles and a new roof. 
 
Mayor Thacker said that he believes this is the most fiscally responsible decision the City can 
make in supporting out library and City. 
 
Mayor Thacker asked Councilor Heller-Tuers what the Library Board thinks about this proposal. 
 
Councilor Heller-Tuers, also a member of the Library Board, said that the original agreement was 
for use of the Old Fire Hall.  Now that the building is demolished there is no agreement in place 
and the City does not have to offer a space.  Mr. McGehee said that this is true. 
 
There are questions regarding responsibility of payment for renovations which will need to be 
made and maintenance on the building.  If the funds are not procured at the end of the three 
years to purchase the building would the walls have to be replaced and if so, who would pay for 
that? 
 
Mayor Thacker said that Mr. Kinney has indicated that there may be enough funds from 
foundations to do the renovations as well.  Mr. McGehee added that these questions need to be 
discussed between the Council and Library Board.  Before renovations are discussed, however, 
someone has to agree to go after funds to purchase the building.  The Council agreed that we 
can go over funds for the building as well as for renovations.  Councilor Baughman added that the 
Library Board has to be completely behind this purchase and the City will need to be able to 
prove a long term relationship with the library. 
 
Ms. Hanna asked for clarification on how the insurance money must be spent.  Mayor Thacker 
said that we must use the funds for a new public works building because we need to replace it.  
Otherwise the City doesn’t have to expend the funds.  Ms. Hanna said that there has been no 
long term planning for the library done by the City or Planning Commission and it seems like an 
opportunity came up and it was jumped on and became our number one priority.  Mayor Thacker 
said it is not our number one priority and there was no planning because we had a building. 
 
Councilor Heller-Tuers said that the Library Board is looking at this on the long term end as well 
and only knowing that the building will be available for a short term of three years with the 
possibility it will go away should funds not be secured to purchase it. 
 
Councilor Heller-Tuers said that one concern the Library Board has is the additional uses for this 
building that have been brought up in numerous conversations such as public meeting space, 
storage of other items, art classes, etc.  The volunteers of the library would not be there to 
organize these uses and it would not be well received to have others using the building without 
the ability to lock up all items they have. 
 
Councilor Long said that while the City has no legal obligation to do something for the library he 
feels we have a moral obligation.  Councilor Long feels that the idea behind this building is to 
allow the library to move into it and support them with seeking out funding to purchase and 
remodel the building. 
 
Mayor Thacker said that the decision to lease this building has already been made.  It is now up 
to the Library Board to decide whether they want to go after funds to purchase the building and 
continue in the same location in the future. 
 
Councilor Heller-Tuers said that she wants to be certain that a memorandum of understanding is 
outlined in detail so that future members of the Library Board and Council understand what has 
happened and why. 
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Mr. Hinkley said that some of these questions should not be asked and answered until the 
community has had an opportunity to speak to the matter and make suggestions for building and 
funding options. 
 
Mayor Thacker said that the forum is not something the City should run, rather the Library Board 
should run it because they are the ones that need to make the decision regarding a new library. 
 
Gay Stuntzner, SW 1st Avenue, said that she is incredibly disappointed in what has occurred with 
the library building decision.  The City Hall process was very open and the community was 
involved.  There is no guarantee that grant dollars are available for this purchase.   
 
Dave Stuntzner, SW 1st Avenue, said that he appreciates everything that has been said but what 
he is hearing is that we have a recipe for disaster.  Much of the pressure is on the Library Board 
because the City is asking them to come up with the proposal and funding for the future, which is 
not a realistic goal.  This should be a Mill City Library and it should be supported by the 
community.  Pacific City has an incredible library and someone should go down and speak with 
them and find out how they made it happen. 
 
Mayor Thacker said that at the meeting when the options for City Hall were presented there were 
a few options given including a modular, a local builder and an out of town builder.  For City Hall 
the end cost was just a little over $765,000, which doesn’t include some of the items that were 
added later.  There were 70 people at this meeting pleading to go with the local builder but the 
Council voted 4:2 to go with the out of town builder. 
 
Cheryl Lundquist, SW Linn Blvd, said that while the City does not have a contractual obligation to 
the library, it also must be taken into consideration that the City would not have had this building 
or the insurance money if the church hadn’t given the Old Fire Hall to them with the caveat that 
the library remain in it.  The main point of those in attendance this evening is that they do not 
know what other options are available because they have not had an opportunity to see what else 
is out there. 
 
Mr. Kirsch said that the costs for the City Hall building reflect a full street improvement, 
Brownsfield work and more.  The building itself was more in the range of $450,000 to $500,000. 
 
Councilor Heller-Tuers said that the Library Board was never informed that at any point the library 
would have to be going after grants for the building and added that she does not foresee her 
Board being able to come up with $350,000 to purchase a building. 
 
Mrs. Harrington said that the important question is does the Library Board want that building?  
Councilor Heller-Tuers said that the Library Board needs a building and that is the only option that 
they have been presented with.  As the building sits right now it does not provide space for a 
library.  It can be made to work if the walls are able to come down. 
 
Dennis Chamberlin, NW River Rd, said that one of the things he is uncomfortable with is that by 
taking this course of action it puts the Library Board in a position to have to make a commitment 
that is much bigger than they may be able to do. 
 
Councilor Heller-Tuers said that she has lost a Library Board member because of this issue who 
is not willing to be a part of this negotiation.  Any comments made regarding this building were 
strictly her opinion and not that of the entire Board, who are now saying that they are not sure this 
building can function as a library. 
 
Mayor Thacker called for a fifteen minute recess at 9:23p.m. 
 
Mayor Thacker reconvened the meeting at 9:39p.m. 
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Councilor Heller-Tuers said that she would move to set any further discussion until there is a 
public forum.  Councilor Heller-Tuers said that she cannot speak on behalf of her Board and 
wants to be able to speak with those who have the answers such as Mr. Kinney. 
 
Mr. McGehee said that immediately there should be communication beginning between the 
Library Board, Council and Mr. Kinney.  This is not something that can wait as the framework of 
this needs to begin being laid out. 
 
Councilor Long said that he will represent the Council for these discussions.  Council consensus 
to appoint Councilor Long as the liaison for the library discussions. 
 
Karen Widmer, The Canyon Weekly, asked if a lease has been signed or if a legal obligation has 
been made that would bind the City to this agreement.  Mayor Thacker said the lease is not 
signed but it has been authorized for signing. 
 
Mrs. Widmer asked if the Council would consider not signing the lease at this time until other 
options can be considered.  Mr. McGehee said that he cannot answer that because it has legal 
ramifications and he would need to speak with the Council in executive session. 
 
Mrs. Widmer asked about having the City move into the proposed library building and having the 
library move into City Hall.  This would give the City a presence on the highway as well as law 
enforcement a presence on the highway. 
 
Frances Thomas, Santiam Pointe Loop, asked for clarification on who will be writing grants.  Is it 
as she understands, that the City will be writing the grants.  This was confirmed.  Mrs. Thomas 
next asked if Mr. Kinney will be writing these grants and at $70 per hour is this cost covered in the 
budget?  Will Mr. Kinney’s focus on grant writing for this take him away from grant writing for 
other City needs?  Mayor Thacker said that Mr. Kinney has indicated that two to three years 
would be ample time to go after grants to purchase and remodel this building. 
 
Mrs. Thomas said that the crux of the matter is the commitment of the Library Board. 
 
Mrs. Plotts asked if the funds for writing grants would come from the City or from the insurance.  
Councilor Long said that it is his feeling that the funds would come from the insurance. 
 
Ms. Hanna asked if the Library Board comes back and does not have the willingness to move 
forward with the lease/option would the Council be willing to back out of the lease.  Mr. McGehee 
said that because the authorization was given by the Council there is a potential for damages 
should they breach the agreement. 
 
Mrs. Thomas asked for clarification on how the insurance money will be expended because at the 
beginning of the meeting it was stated that these funds would be for the public works shop and 
now it is being said that some of these funds will be used to pay Mr. Kinney to write grants.  
Wouldn’t this be taking away from the shop?  Mayor Thacker said that the Council has the ability 
to allocate the funds in many different ways but need to be sure there is enough money to build a 
new shop. 
 
Option Agreement – 280 NE Santiam Blvd:  The Option Agreement has been drafted by Mr. 
McGehee and reviewed by the property owners.  Authorization to proceed with this agreement 
was given at the first meeting in November. 
 
Councilor Baughman asked to clarify the purchase price on the option.  Mr. McGehee said it is 
$350,000. 
 
Councilor Baughman asked if the City can exercise our option at any time during the three year 
lease.  Mrs. Kelle said that the City can. 
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Library Forum Date: During the November meeting where the lease/purchase of the proposed 
library building was discussed a number of concerned citizens were in attendance to be heard by 
Council.  Based on the number of questions and concerns outlined that evening the Council 
agreed that it would be best to hold a public forum on the library so that the public has a voice as 
to what they would like to see happen and to propose options for the Council and Library Board to 
consider. 
 
A date/time needs to be determined to hold the forum.  In addition, we should discuss whether or 
not to plan to hold the forum at City Hall or look at a larger space.  This Council has the same 
issue that is before them now with so many people stating their issue with this decision. 
 
Councilor Long will work with the Library Board to set a meeting date. 
 
STAFF/COMMISSION REPORTS 
 
City Recorder Report 
 
Salem Keizer Regional Transit Meeting:  Mrs. Cook attended a meeting Wednesday morning with 
representatives of Salem Keizer Transit (SKT), Cherriot’s and Jarrett Walker and Assoc, a firm 
hired to research SKT and Cherriot’s existing services and make recommendations for changes.  
The purpose of the meeting was to present the canyon area cities; Aumsville, Turner, Stayton, 
Lyons, Mehama, Mill City, Gates, Detroit and Idanha, with information on this process and a draft 
map outlining the firms recommendation to SKT. 
 
A copy of the map with the proposed routes is included for review.  Those in attendance were 
able to voice concerns about the proposal as well as make suggestions for changes to it.  Based 
on these comments Jarrett Walker and Assoc is revising the service map and will email it out to 
our cities for review, comments and questions.  Jarrett Walker and Assoc will be presenting their 
final recommendation to the SKT Board in January.  They did explain that the recommendation 
will be done so the SKT Board has the ability to implement one or all at the same time or in 
phases. 
 
This was discussed briefly with the Marion County Commissioners during the Distressed 
Communities Workshop on Friday.  It was suggested that each city adopt a resolution stating our 
need and desire for this service.  Councilor Long said he would like to see a resolution drafted. 
 
Mr. McGehee also suggested having as many people attend the SKT Board meeting as possible. 
 
DLCD TA Grant: Unfortunately we have been notified that we did not receive the DLCD TA grant 
that we applied for to assist with the second half of the comprehensive plan update.  We felt we 
had a competitive application and are eager to see where we fell in the final decision. 
 
City Hall Door:  Mrs. Cook said that a gust of wind took hold of one of our front doors this morning 
and pulled the hinges out of the frame.  Jerry Curtis, Public Works Maintenance Worker worked 
on the door and was able to temporarily secure it.  Unfortunately, another gust caused the same 
thing to happen again just as we were closing for the day.  Councilor Baughman said to call out 
Cherry City Doors that installed the ADA door to fix the broken door. 
 
City Attorney Report:  Mr. McGehee said that he has begun work on the actuator but has been 
very busy with the lease.  A better report will be given in January. 
 
BUSINESS FROM MAYOR & CITY COUNCILORS 
 
Mayor Thacker  and Councilors Heller-Tuers, Keen and Long had nothing to report. 
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Councilor Baughman  said that there were two permits issued, one for a garage and asked if it is 
for the manufactured home on Kingwood.  Mrs. Cook said that it is.  Councilor Baughman asked if 
we are going to make sure the driveway is installed per the site plan because he has heard that 
they are planning to curve it from the existing driveway.  This would also be a good time to get the 
sidewalks installed.  Mrs. Cook said that the City has no authority over this as it is Linn County’s 
right-of-way. 
 
Councilor Follis  said that tomorrow the school is having a facilities committee 
meeting/discussion at the elementary multipurpose room from 5:00p.m. to 6:30p.m.  The 
improvements to date and needed repairs will be discussed. 
 
Councilor Long  had nothing to report. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  No executive session was held. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:48 PM. 
 
 Prepared by:      Approved by: 
 
 
_______________________________   ________________________________ 
Stacie Cook, MMC     C. Michael Long 
City Recorder      Council President 


