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MILL CITY 
MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

Tuesday, December 23, 2014 
 
Mayor Kirsch  opened the meeting at 6:30 PM with the flag salute. Councilors present were Scott 
Baughman, Susann Heller, Justin Merrill, Fred Smith, and Thorin Thacker.  Staff members in attendance: 
City Recorder, Stacie Cook. 
 
Citizens in attendance were  Ann Carey, Lisa Follis, Councilor Elect Penny Keen, Roel Lundquist, 
George Morreira and Frances Villwock. 
 
DECLARATIONS OF POTENTIAL CONFLICTS OF INTEREST:  Mayor Kirsch stated that anyone who 
felt they may have a potential conflict with anything on tonight’s agenda may say so at this time or at any 
time during tonight’s meeting. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Councilor Thacker moved and was seconded by Councilor Baughman , to approve items a, Approval of 
the Minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting, December 9, 2014, and b; Approval of Accounts 
Payable, of the consent agenda.  Stacie Cook polled the council; the motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE REPORT:  None. 
 
CITIZEN COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS:   None. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING: No public hearings were held. 
 
OLD BUSINESS  
 
City Hall Parking Lot Lighting:  The parking lot lighting is complete including payment in full. 
 
Marion County Community Projects Grant:  Steve Barner, ODOT, stated that post sleeves are being 
poured on Friday, December 19.  Installation of the signs is scheduled for December 23.  The grant report 
was submitted with a request to extend the deadline for 30 days to allow for final funding request.  The 
overall cost of the project looks to be coming in roughly $1300 under budget.  Marion County offered to 
extend the grant through June and to allow the City to use these funds toward additional signage within 
the City.  Marion County staff is currently working to get the extension agreement signed by the 
Commissioners prior to December 31, 2014. 
 
Railroad Bridge Inspection:  The railroad bridge inspection report has arrived.  A copy has been provided 
to each Council member.  Ausland Group is planning to attend the upcoming SOB meeting to give a 
report. 
 
ODOT Crosswalk Project: ODOT is very aware of the flooding situation on the northeast side of the bridge 
and is planning to fix it.  A string of emails have been going back and forth amongst the ODOT staff 
discussing the sloped grade and how best to allow for drainage.  The last communication indicates that a 
curb cut will be added into the project as a bid item.  However, it was noted that it will need to be 
monitored during construction to ensure it is done correctly. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Public Works Supervisor Evaluation:  Mayor Kirsch said that he has completed the Public Works 
Supervisor’s evaluation and provided it to him for his review. 
 
Request for Assistance with Water Account – 30220 N. Santiam Hwy:  The City has a “leak” account for a 
service line that runs parallel to the river and connects homes off of Hwy 22, including 30220 N. Santiam 
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Hwy, to the City’s water service.  This service line has, for at least 15+ years had one or more leaks in the 
line.  Sometime over the years a rock retaining wall was erected by ODOT, which the property owners 
believe was built over the water line, and possibly the leak.  George and Sheryl Morreira, owners of 
30220 N. Santiam Hwy, have submitted a letter requesting waiver of all charges for their “leak” bill until 
the leak can be fixed. 

 
As indicated above, the water line is a private service line owned and maintained by the property owner.  
The line runs along ODOT right-of-way, and staff is of the understanding that there is an easement that 
allows for the line placement and maintenance.  However, the City has no jurisdiction over the line or the 
property.  Mrs. Cook spoke with the Morreira’s last week and advised them that she would do all she 
could to identify someone from ODOT that could help them with this issue.  At this time, having just 
received the photos, this has not been done but Mrs. Cook will be working to put the Morreira’s in contact 
with the appropriate ODOT personnel as quickly as possible. 

 
Public Works Supervisor John Dickinson said that it is his understanding that the area of the water line 
that leaks is roughly 300’-500’ beyond the wall, closer to the residence.  The property owner has installed 
a valve near this location which, when shut off, stops the leak, which is why Mr. Dickinson is under this 
belief.   
 
The Council has a number of options regarding this request including: 
 

1. Deny waiver and require all leak charges to be paid monthly. 
2. Approve waiver of all or a portion of the leak charges to date and require charges to be paid 

monthly thereafter. 
3. Approve waiver of all or a portion of the leak charges on a monthly basis until the leak is fixed. 
4. Approve waiver of all or a portion of the leak charges on a monthly basis until a date certain after 

which charges must again be paid in full. 
 
Mr. Morreira stated that he has been trying to isolate a leak in a water line that services his home for 
many years.  Just this past summer he was able to determine that the leak is under a rock wall that was 
erected by the state. 
 
Mayor Kirsch asked what the average bill for this leak line is.  Mr. Morreira said that he pays for half of the 
leak and another property owner pays for the other half.  It is around $100 per month. 
 
Councilor Thacker asked if the City has any jurisdiction over this line.  Mrs. Cook said that the City does 
not.  The service line is a private line and the area in which it lays belongs to the state.  In order to get this 
fixed Mr. Morreira will need to work directly with the State.  At this time, Mrs. Cook stated that she is trying 
to determine who at ODOT will be the contact for this matter.  Once this has been determined then Mr. 
Morreira will be put in contact with this person. 
 
Councilor Smith said that he spoke with Public Works Supervisor John Dickinson about this and was 
advised that there is a company that can identify where leaks are within the line. 
 
Councilor Heller asked if the best option might be to lay an entirely new water line.  Mr. Morreira said that 
he looked into this a number of years back and the cost was very high. 
 
Mr. Morreira requested a six month time frame in which to work with ODOT to fix the leak and not pay 
leak charges during this time. 
 
Councilor Thacker said that he would like to have information about potential solutions before making a 
decision as to whether to allow relief from these charges.  Councilor Thacker suggested waiving one 
month’s charges to allow time for discussion’s to begin with ODOT. 
 
Mayor Kirsch agreed with this suggestion stating that a review can be made at the end of the month to 
assess whether anything is moving forward on this issue. 
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Councilor Thacker  moved and was seconded by Councilor Baughman to Approve Waiver of 100% of 
the December and January Leak Billings for George Morreira.  The motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 
 
Request for Assistance with Water Account – 267 SE Hazel St:  The property owner of 267 SE Hazel St, 
Byron Hatch, currently has an outstanding balance of $1360.83.  This balance is due to two water 
accounts for this property; the active account, which has had no payments since it was created and a 
prior tenant, which has been finaled and is no longer accruing charges.  No payments have been made 
on this account since November 2010 when it was created. 
 
Mr. Hatch recently completed a payment agreement on another rental property he has in Mill City, paying 
off $1000.00+/- since September, 2014.  However, because the balance is higher and his requested 
monthly payment is half of what he paid on the first payment agreement, he was advised that all 
outstanding charges would have to be paid in full prior to the City providing service or request permission 
from the Council to have the service turned on while making monthly payments.  Mr. Hatch elected to 
submit the request to the Council. 
 
Based on the fact that all charges are valid staff recommends denying the waiver of charges.  Mr. Hatch 
has shown a good-faith effort with this other property.  However, the City Attorney has indicated that 
providing service prior to collecting all outstanding charges, especially when there is a tenant involved, 
makes it extremely hard to cease service should the homeowner not comply with his payment agreement. 
 
The Council has a few of options regarding this request including: 
 

1. Deny waiver and require all charges to be paid in full prior to providing service. 
2. Deny waiver but approve payment agreement and allow service restoration. 
3. Approve waiver and payment agreement, allowing service restoration. 

 
Councilor Merrill  moved and was seconded by Councilor Smith  to Deny Request for Waiver of 
Charges and Restoration of Service with Payment Agreement for 267 SE Hazel St.  The motion passed 
unanimously, (6:0). 
 
STAFF/COMMISSION REPORTS 
 
City Recorder Report 
 
Building Appraisal:  Mrs. Cook said that Asset came out at the request of CCIS and did a walk-through of 
all City facilities to complete appraisals. 
 
Safety Award:  Mrs. Cook said that the City received a safety award for no injuries in 2013-2014 from the 
League of Oregon Cities. 
 
BUSINESS FROM MAYOR & CITY COUNCILORS 
 
Mayor Kirsch  and Councilors Merrill and Thacker had nothing to report. 
 
Councilor Baughman  said there were two permits applied for and asked Mrs. Cook about the certificate 
of occupancy issue with Linn County Building.  Mrs. Cook said that there are still some issues with being 
able to give the cert to the City but it is continuing to be looked into. 
 
Councilor Heller  said that she attended the Community Roundtable on mental health awareness last 
Friday. 
 
Councilor Smith  said that he spoke with Mr. Dickinson about buying a generator for the City’s water 
treatment plant and was advised that he has not found one yet.  Parts have been ordered to raise the 
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hydrant on 3rd Avenue and work on others has been done. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  None scheduled. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:52 PM. 
 
Prepared by:      Approved by: 
 
 
_______________________________   ________________________________ 
Stacie Cook, MMC     Thorin F. Thacker 
City Recorder      Mayor 


