
  MILL CITY 

MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

Tuesday, November 28, 2017 

 

The meeting was preceded by an open house for the proposed skatepark which began at 5:00 PM. 

 

Mayor Kirsch opened the meeting at 7:00 PM with the flag salute.  Councilors present were Scott 

Baughman, Brett Katlong, Penny Keen, Dawn Plotts and Tony Trout.  Staff members in attendance: City 

Recorder, Stacie Cook. 

 

Citizens in attendance were Matthew Beldon, Sherri Cardwell Ann Carey, Jan Cartwright, Ken 

Cartwright, Dennis Chamberlin, Susan Chamberlin, Randall Craig, Lt. Michelle Duncan, Greg Ellis, Earnest 

Freeman, Allbrie Grimes, Yvonne Hanna, Brandon Haraughty, Jeanne Gunn, JoAnn Hebing, Mike Hebing, 

Roseanna Juhola, Cheryl Lundquist, Roel Lundquist, Joey Martin, Angie Mittelstaedt, Rex Mittelstaedt, 

Dreamland, Alice Patterson, Carrie Peterson, Grant Peterson, Dave Plotts, Patrick Rahm,  Danyel Scott, 

Dreamland, Jackie Skaw, Dave Shelton, Krista Stave, Gay Stuntzner, Doug Sweet, Joyce Trout, Virgil 

Trout, Karen Widmer, Thorson Widmer, Sophie Widmer, Steve Winn and Glenn Wright.  

 

DECLARATIONS OF POTENTIAL CONFLICTS OF INTEREST: Mayor Kirsch stated that anyone who felt they 

may have a potential conflict with anything on tonight’s agenda may say so at this time or at any time 

during tonight’s meeting. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Councilor Baughman moved and was seconded by Councilor Katlong to approve items a; Approval of 

Minutes of Regular Council Meeting, November 14, 2017, and b; Approval of Accounts Payable.  Stacie 

Cook polled the Council; the motion passed unanimously, (6:0). 

 

CITIZEN COMMENTS (NON SKATEPARK RELATED):  None. 

 

SKATEPARK COMMENTS, QUESTIONS, SUGGESTIONS: 

 

Thorson Widmer said that he would suggest including a mini cover over the skatepark. 

 

Councilor Trout asked if all three conceptual designs can be built in phases.  Danyel Scott said that they 

can. 

 

Councilor Plotts said that the Seaside skatepark has a sign that says no skating when it is wet and asked 

if this is normal.  Mrs. Scott said that it is not. 

 

Mayor Kirsch asked if the three designs are equal in variation and levels of competence.  Mrs. Scott said 

that they are. 

 

Mayor Kirsch said that one of his concerns is noise and asked if there is a way to mitigate noise issues.  

Mrs. Scott said that most of the noise dissipates into the ground.  A sound study was just completed that 

shows that the noise level is minutely different for skateparks compared to the regular levels. 

 



Karen Widmer asked what the average time frame is once the project begins for completion.  Mrs. Scott 

said that it would be anywhere from seven to ten weeks. 

 

Mrs. Widmer asked if local contractors would be used.  Mrs. Scott said that local contractors could be 

used but this may depend upon whether the funds are from the City or a non-profit.  Mrs. Widmer 

asked if donations can still be made.  Mrs. Scott said that yes, labor, equipment and materials can still be 

donated. 

 

Steve Winn asked if the designs are site specific.  Mrs. Scott said that they are designed for the site but 

can be placed anywhere. 

 

Mr. Winn asked why the park is being proposed downtown rather than on Wall Street. 

 

Earnest Freeman said that he is not opposed to a skatepark but believes that the proposed location is 

not a good place.  It should be somewhere that more space is available to accommodate it. 

 

Yvonne Hanna said that the location is weird to her.  The skatepark should be somewhere that has other 

amenities for people to use, possibly along the river where a picnic can be held as well.  Ms. Hanna said 

that she agrees with Mr. Winn’s suggestion of the Wall Street site. 

 

Roseanna Juhola said that she would be uncomfortable with the Wall Street site because of the river 

and the potential for children to be down there alone.  Mrs. Juhola said that skateparks can be a positive 

experience for children and provide an ability for mentorship to occur. 

 

Ann Carey said that she is opposed to the location and feels the skatepark should be connected to a park 

rather than in the middle of a business district. 

 

Allbrie Grimes asked if there are reasons why Kimmel Park has not been considered.  Mayor Kirsch said 

that there is not a clear majority for one site or another at this time.  The reason the current site is being 

considered is that when the old fire hall burned down, skatepark advocates approached the Council and 

the Council voted to use this location as the skatepark site. 

 

Mr. Winn said that closer to the highway would be better for tourism and asked if the park is ADA 

accessible.  It was noted that all Dreamland parks area ADA accessible. 

 

Gay Stuntzner asked if there is any way to put the location of the park before the entire community 

since there has been a lot of concern this evening about the location. 

 

Mrs. Hanna asked if there has been a formal survey for the location.  Mayor Kirsch said that he is not 

aware of a survey. 

 

JoAnn Hebing said that SKATE has had a lot of support for a skatepark, including a letter from a young 

man who stated that Kimmel Park has unsavory activities in it.  

 

Gregory Ellis said that he is not opposed to a skatepark but lives across from the proposed site and while 

people are saying that there are drugs in Kimmel Park, he also sees the drug dealing that takes place 

there.  There are also a lot of speeding vehicles that go by the site. 

 



Dave Plotts said that the concern from the school is that currently all activities go south and it is 

concerning to him the proposed location.  There are parking issues right now and all parking is used 

clear down to the pharmacy.  The proposal for the campus revamp may include a second gym, which 

would increase the activity in the area and the need for parking. 

 

Roseanna Juhola asked what the average size of a skatepark for a community our size is.  Mrs. Scott said 

7500 sq ft.  Mrs. Juhola asked if we will outgrow this park.  Mrs. Scott said we absolutely will not. 

 

Mrs. Scott said that once a skatepark is constructed, there will be more skaters.  No matter where it is 

placed the students and athletes will bring their boards and bikes with them.  Mrs. Scott said that she 

has ideas that could assist the school with addressing the increase in boards and bikes brought to 

school. 

 

Krista Stave said that her son and friends are very interested in skateboarding.  Children with sensory 

issues also have a desire to participate and skating is a good option.  Having the park in the students’ 

“community”, near their home and near their school, helps them to fit in with their peers.  Ms. Stave 

added that she believes the skatepark needs a roof.  Mrs. Scott said that they have built skateparks with 

roofs and constructed them under bridges.  Unfortunately, the rain still gets under these and it is very 

expensive to construct roofs. 

 

Roel Lundquist asked how it was determined what the local community needs and asked if there are 

options that would be more budget friendly and site friendly. 

 

Mrs. Cook asked Mrs. Scott to provide some perspective on the size of a skatepark in relation to the 

number of users that can safely use the park at any given time, noting that a 7500 sq ft seems large but 

from comments this evening it seems as though only a few may be able to use it at a time.  Mrs. Scott 

said that anywhere between seven and fifteen users at a time.  Reducing the size of the park will lead to 

more wait time for users. 

 

Mr. Winn asked for an answer about getting the question out to the people and whether a poll can be 

put in the newsletter.  Mayor Kirsch asked the Council whether they would like to send out a poll.  

Councilor Trout said that he disagrees with a poll because users of the park should also have a say in 

where it goes.  Councilor Plotts would be in favor of a poll.  Mayor Kirsch said that he would not be 

opposed to sending out a poll. 

 

Mrs. Juhola said that polls can be a negative because people do not do research before making a 

decision and if a poll is to be sent out then viable options need to be provided for people to consider. 

 

Matthew Beldon said that originally the skatepark was supposed to go in Kimmel Park.  There is more 

ability to expand there than the proposed location. 

 

Miss Grimes said that as a teen she and her friends would get run off by business owners when trying to 

skate so they would catch the CARTS bus or hitchhike to Aumsville or further to use and hang out at the 

skateparks there.  This is more dangerous for kids than having a skatepark in town. 

 

Mrs. Hebing said that Dreamland did a thorough site evaluation of both Kimmel Park and the proposed 

site and it was determined that the old fire hall location was the optimal location. 

 



Mr. Beldon suggested putting the skatepark in the field just east of the sloped entrance area. 

 

Councilor Keen asked if there is a location at Kimmel Park that would work for this size of a park.  Mrs. 

Scott said that she can not answer this because she did not review the full park. 

 

Carrie Peterson said that it sounds from the comments as though people would like the skatepark to be 

a gathering place and the conceptual designs do not show this.  Kimmel Park has the ability to be a 

gathering place already and the skatepark could be used to take back the park. 

 

Councilor Trout said that the focus has been lost and has moved to the location.  The meeting was to 

discuss design elements for the skatepark. 

 

Mayor Kirsch asked for comments about design elements for the skatepark. 

 

Mr. Beldon said that he likes the shack element and asked what it would house.  Mike Hebing said that it 

would be run by SKATE and may be used for board parts.  In addition, office space is needed for running 

camps and similar events.  Mayor Kirsch said that he viewed the shack as being like a concession which 

may be used by different groups. 

 

Miss Grimes asked about spectator seating.  Mrs. Scott said that there will be amenities beyond those 

shown on the conceptual drawings and seating can be included. 

 

Councilor Trout asked which design was the original concept.  Design #1 was the initial design. 

 

Mrs. Cook suggested including landscaping in the final design to assist with aesthetics to break up the 

concrete and help soften the look.  This would go a long way with the businesses and homeowners in 

the area as well as help to have the park seem to fit more with the school. 

 

Mrs. Cook said that the large designs will be displayed at City Hall for the community to view. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:55 PM. 

 

Prepared by:       Approved by: 
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