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MILL CITY 
MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

Tuesday, November 24, 2015 
 
Mayor Thacker  opened the meeting at 6:30 PM with the flag salute. Councilors present were 
Scott Baughman, Susann Heller-Tuers and C. Michael Long. Lisa D. Follis and Penny A. Keen 
were excused.  Staff members in attendance: City Recorder, Stacie Cook. 
 
Citizens in attendance were  Ann Carey, Marge Henning, David Hinkley, Dorothy Keasey, Roel 
Lundquist, Rich Moore, Dennis Mumey, Heather Nerup, Dawn Plotts, Frances Thomas and 
Frances Villwock. 
 
Mayor Thacker stated that due to illness and prior commitments of members of the Council 
tonight’s meeting will be very brief with only the items that action is necessary on being 
discussed.  All other items will be held until the December 8, 2015 meeting. 
 
DECLARATIONS OF POTENTIAL CONFLICTS OF INTEREST:  Mayor Thacker stated that 
anyone who felt they may have a potential conflict with anything on tonight’s agenda may say so 
at this time or at any time during tonight’s meeting. 
 
PUBLIC WORKS REPORT:   None. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Councilor Long pulled item ‘a’ of the consent agenda. 
 
Councilor Baughman moved and was seconded by Councilor Long , to approve item b; 
Approval of Accounts Payable, of the consent agenda.  The motion passed unanimously, (4:0). 
 
Councilor Long said that the reference to the start of the façade project should be changed to 
2016 and that the minutes should reflect Tim Kirsch’s offer to sell his building to the City for 
$300,000. 
 
Councilor Long moved and was seconded by Councilor Baughman to approve item a, 
Approval of the Minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting, November 10, 2015, as amended.  
The motion passed unanimously, (4:0). 
 
CITIZEN COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS:   David Hinkley, SE Myrtle St, said that there is no 
agenda item to discuss a forum for the library.  Mayor Thacker said that this is on the Council’s 
list to have done but with the holidays it has to be held off for a while. 
 
Roel Lundquist, SW Linn Blvd, said that there are a number of things that need to be thought 
about before the next meeting concerning the library and suggested that the Council go through 
the minutes of the last meeting and note all of the issues that were outlined. 
 
Dawn Plotts, SW Linn Pl, expressed her disappointment with the decision to lease/purchase the 
building for the library at the last meeting.  There are many issues that need to be taken into 
consideration including the library’s willingness to try for grants to purchase the building.  Mrs. 
Plotts said that the community should have been asked if they wanted the library taken out of the 
center of the community and noted that she feels it was a poor decision to take the property off of 
the tax rolls as this will affect the school and fire department as well.  Mrs. Plotts added that she 
does not feel there was much transparency in this process. 
 
Ann Carey, SW 1st Ave, asked if a draft of the lease agreement for the library has been 
completed yet.  Mayor Thacker said it has not.  Mrs. Carey asked for a copy when it is done.  
Mrs. Carey noted that there has been a problem getting the $1000 in funding for the library iin the 
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past with Councilor Long being opposed to it and asked the Council if it is their intention to fund a 
full scale library for the community.  Mrs. Carey also asked for clarification as to whether 
Councilor Baughman will act as the general contractor or the project manager on the public works 
building.  Councilor Baughman said that he will oversee the project. 
 
Councilor Long said that he was not opposed to funding for the library and feels that a February 
date should be considered for the library forum.  Mayor Thacker said that all of the issues that the 
community has brought forth will be addressed as we move forward with the forum and decisions 
regarding the library. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING: No public hearings were held. 
 
LINN COUNTY SHERIFF’S REPORT:   None 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  None.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Marion County Community Grant Agreement – Draft 1: We received a draft of the Marion County 
Community Grant Agreement for the Façade Improvement Program and have been asked to 
review the document and provide any requested modifications to the County so the document 
can be finalized.  Mrs. Cook spoke to City Attorney Jim McGehee after his review of the 
document and his only notation is to ensure that we be very aware of the requirements in Exhibit 
B of the agreement. 
 
Consensus to move forward with the agreement as is. 
 
Councilor Long urged Dave Shelton to serve as the Chambers representative on the steering 
committee for this program.  Mr. Shelton is in the sign and artist business and has some 
experience in façade improvements.  Mr. Shelton has agreed to serve.  There is a significant 
possibility the chamber will provide matching dollars. 
 
Supplemental Budget: With the loss of the old fire hall and the contents in the building, as well as 
with unanticipated expenditures occurring in the last six months, we will need to complete a 
supplemental budget to be certain that we remain in compliance with State Budget Law. 
Finance Clerk Trisha Ruby and Mrs. Cook have reviewed the requirements for the supplemental 
budget and found that the requirement to reconvene the full Budget Committee is no longer there.  
The supplemental budget hearing can be done strictly by the City Council.  However, the Council 
can choose to reconvene the full Committee. 
 
A date for the public hearing needs to be identified so that we can complete the required 
notifications and have the budget document prepared for Council and citizen review.  The Council 
should first decide whether to hold the hearing during a regular Council meeting or set a special 
meeting date.  The notice, which includes an outline of the proposed changes, is required to be 
published not less than five but not more than 30 days before the hearing is held.  Since our 
newspaper of record only publishes once per week that will have to be taken into account when 
setting a hearing date. 
 
There are a few questions that need to be answered in order for us to complete the budget 
changes; 
 
1. Should a “Library Fund” be created? 
 
This would allow us to place lease payments into as well as any other expenses we foresee as 
being needed over the next three years including taxes (if required), maintenance funds, 
administrative and/or engineering costs, and grant/foundation dollars, if received. 
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2. How much money should be allocated to the library for the items outlined above? 
 
3. The balance of the building payout will be place in the General Facilities Reserve Fund.  
How much of the remaining funds should be allocated to the public works shop building? 
 
4. Will a records storage/general storage facility be incorporated into the shop building or be 
separate?  If separate, how much should be allocated for this facility? 
 
5. Where should the remaining funds be placed; General Facilities Reserve Fund or 
General Fund? 
 
With the answers to the above questions staff will begin drafting the budget document for 
consideration of adoption. 
 
To allow time for compilation of the budget document and to meet our notification requirements 
we will need to look at a mid to late December or January hearing.  The Council dates for 
consideration are December 22, January 12 or January 26, or we can set a special meeting date. 
 
Mayor Thacker suggested January 19, 2016 for this hearing.  Mayor Thacker and Councilor 
Baughman stated that they would like to have the Budget Committee reconvened for this hearing.  
Councilor Long agreed with this.  Mrs. Cook will check into guidelines for the hearing since we will 
be reconvening the entire Budget Committee and check with citizen members to see if they are 
available for the hearing date. 
 
Public Works Truck Damage:  Mrs. Cook said that this morning on his morning rounds Jerry 
Curtis had a deer run in front of him on Hwy 22 and hit the driver’s side headlight and grill on his 
truck.  The incident was immediately reported to our insurance company and a claim was filed.  
The truck was taken to Mehama earlier today for an estimate.  The claims adjuster emailed this 
afternoon and advised that he has given Canyon Auto Rebody the okay to proceed with the work 
at an estimate of $4306.39.  The City has a $100 deductible for this incident. 
 
Request to Use Parking Lot – Dental Van:  Mrs. Cook said that Whende Thomas has organized 
getting the dental van to Mill City again this year.  The location they normally use is not available 
and she has asked for permission to used City Hall’s parking lot and 220 outlet.  The scheduled 
date is January 15, 2016. 
 
Consensus to allow the dental van to use the parking lot and 220 outlet on January 15, 2016. 
 
STAFF/COMMISSION REPORTS 
 
City Recorder Report 
 
Distressed Communities Workshop – December 4, 2015:  The quarterly Distressed Communities 
Workshop has been set for Friday, December 4, 2015 at 1:00p.m. at Trexler Farm Restaurant.  
The informational email was sent out to the Council for anyone who would like to attend. 
 
Eugene Administrative Rule:  Mrs. Cook contacted Eugene about the new landlord/tenant 
administrative rule that we were advised was being considered.  The city already has a rental 
housing code in place, as many cities do.  This administrative rule would amend the code to 
require that owners who reside more than 60 miles from Eugene appoint an agent who resides 
within 60 miles of Eugene. 

 
If the Council would like to pursue this further staff can contact Eugene’s Code Compliance 
Manager to obtain additional information.  However, it sounds as though we might want to 
consider first looking into enacting a Rental Housing Code for Mill City. 
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Closed Thursday, November 26 and Friday, November 27:  As a reminder, City Hall will be closed 
on both Thursday and Friday, the 26th and 27th for Thanksgiving. 
 
City Attorney Report:  None. 
 
BUSINESS FROM MAYOR & CITY COUNCILORS 
 
Mayor Thacker and Councilor Heller-Tuers  had nothing to report. 
 
Councilor Baughman  said that eight permits have been issued. 
 
Councilor Long  said that the Youth Benefit Golf Tournament has announced the availability of 
funding assistance grants to give out this year.  Please advise youth groups of this availability. 
 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  None scheduled. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:04 PM. 
 
 Prepared by:      Approved by: 
 
 
_______________________________   ________________________________ 
Stacie Cook, MMC     Thorin F. Thacker 
City Recorder      Mayor 


