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MILL CITY 
MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

Tuesday, January 12, 2016 
 
Mayor Thacker  opened the meeting at 6:30 PM with the flag salute. Councilors present were 
Lisa D. Follis, Susann Heller-Tuers, and C. Michael Long.  Penny A. Keen arrived at 6:48p.m.  
Scott Baughman was excused.  Staff members in attendance were City Recorder, Stacie Cook, 
Public Works Supervisor Russ Foltz and City Attorney Jim McGehee. 
 
Citizens in attendance were  Ann Carey, Dennis Chamberlin, Lt. Michelle Duncan, Linn County 
Sheriff’s Office, Sgt. Kevin Guilford, Marge Henning, David Hinkley, Dorothy Keasey, Roel 
Lundquist, Dennis Mumey, Linn County Commissioner Roger Nyquist, Linn County Sheriff Bruce 
Riley, Bill Sanderson, James Statezny, Gay Stuntzner and Frances Thomas. 
 
DECLARATIONS OF POTENTIAL CONFLICTS OF INTEREST:  Mayor Thacker stated that 
anyone who felt they may have a potential conflict with anything on tonight’s agenda may say so 
at this time or at any time during tonight’s meeting. 
 
PUBLIC WORKS REPORT:   Public Works Supervisor Russ Foltz stated that the pumping report 
has been provided but there are still issues with the numbers.  Staff does not believe that they are 
accurate.  Mayor Thacker asked what can be done to rectify this problem.  Mr. Foltz said that one 
way to get closer is to read City meters but he feels that it is somewhere in the billed out units 
rather than in the pumped units. 
 
Councilor Long asked if there is a way to track flushing of hydrants.  Mr. Foltz said that they total 
time the hydrants are used can be tracked in order to determine how much water has gone 
through the system. 
 
Mr. Foltz said that he has taken the training to be certified for cross connection training.  Once a 
letter from the Mayor is drafted then it can be sent in for the actual certification to be completed. 
 
On Christmas Eve there was a failure at the Spring Street pump station.  Rebooting the system 
kept the station pumping long enough to keep them from overflowing.  The issue is that if there is 
more than a 10% power increase in the system then the imbalance causing an issue.  Pacific 
Power Generation came out to look at the station.  There was a free software upgrade done to 
the stations that should take care of the problem of the stations not switching over when they 
should. 
 
Steve Myles, ORENCO, will be working with his engineers to see if they can come up with 
something less expensive than what has been proposed for the actuator issue that we have been 
dealing with. 
 
The Management and Technical conference for OAWU is coming up soon.  A scholarship has 
been applied for but they have not been awarded yet.  Councilor Long asked if this conference 
will provide credit toward Mr. Foltz’s certifications.  Mr. Foltz said that it will. 
 
Councilor Long  moved and was seconded by Councilor Follis  to Authorize Public Works 
Supervisor Russ Foltz to Attend the OAWU Management and Technical Conference in Sunriver.  
The motion passed unanimously, (4:0). 
 
Councilor Follis said that she is planning to attend the conference but a scheduling conflict with 
work will only allow her to attend on Monday, which is free.  Councilor Follis asked that her room 
accommodation for Sunday night be covered so she doesn’t have to drive over early Monday 
morning. 
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Councilor Long  moved and was seconded by Councilor Heller-Tuers  to Authorize Payment of 
Accommodations for Councilor Follis for the Sunday prior to the Monday OAWU Management 
and Technical Conference in Sunriver.  The motion passed unanimously, (4:0). 
 
Mr. Foltz said that one issue he would like to see addressed is our pumping company’s lack of 
willingness to pump on the schedule the City needs.  They are very forthright in saying that we 
are not a priority. 
 
Mrs. Cook said that an RFP for pumping services will need to be issued adding that she has been 
gathering information on pumping services for the past six to eight months. 
 
Public Works is almost done with the work they can do on the restroom project.  Councilor 
Baughman is supposed to be getting cost estimates for the paving. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Councilor Long pulled item ‘e’ of the consent agenda. 
 
Councilor Long moved and was seconded by Councilor Follis , to approve items a; Approval of 
Minutes of Regular City Council Meeting of December 22, 2015, b; Approval of Accounts 
Payable, c; Acceptance of Monthly Revenues & Expenditures Reports, December 2015, and d; 
Approval of OLCC Liquor License Renewals for the Following Businesses: 

1. Circle K Store #468   200 NW Santiam Blvd. 
2. Giovanni’s Mountain Pizza  146 NE Santiam Blvd. 
3. Santiam Quick Mart   654 NW Santiam Blvd. 
4. Santiam Sports Center   250 NW 9th Ave. 

 of the consent agenda.  Stacie Cook polled the council; the motion passed unanimously, (4:0). 
 
Councilor Long asked if there is a reason why the budget meetings are at 7:00p.m. rather than 
6:30p.m.  Mrs. Cook said that the only reason is because it is historically the time that the Budget 
Committee has met but there is no issue with changing the time.  Councilor Long said that he 
would like to begin the meetings at 6:30p.m.  Consensus of the Council for the earlier start time. 
 
Councilor Long moved and was seconded by Councilor Follis to approve item e, Approval of 
the Fiscal Year 2016-2017 Budget Calendar, as amended.  The motion passed unanimously, 
(4:0). 
 
CITIZEN COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS:   David Hinkley said that it is apparent that the 
community as a whole will need to come together to get a library up and running again.  Equally 
as important is identifying a building.  Hopefully by the end of tonight’s meeting a date will be set 
for a public forum.  We need to reach out and ask people for volunteering to get this work done. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING: No public hearings were held. 
 
LINN COUNTY SHERIFF’S REPORT:   Lt. Michelle Duncan gave the LCSO report for the month 
of December. 
 
Councilor Long requested additional traffic patrols for crosswalks, specifically near the pharmacy. 
 
Councilor Keen also asked that the patrols be done in front of City Hall for the students that use 
this crosswalk as nobody stops for them. 
 
City Attorney Jim McGehee said that there has been an increase in the number of defendants 
that do not appear in court.  Mill City Municipal Court Judge Ira Feitelson is asking that there be a 
harder line drawn with these people with additional charges brought against them. 
 



City of Mill City 
Minutes of the City Council 
January 12, 2016  Page 3 of 7  

Mayor Thacker asked about recent incidents in Mill City which resulted in arrests but those 
arrested were let go the same day and if there is any reason for this.  Sheriff Riley said that it can 
be a number of different scenarios including posting bail and the degree of the crime. 
 
Councilor Long said that he feels the City should pay any extra costs for the court that will make 
sure these defendants comply with the law and to make Mill City an unfriendly place for law 
breakers.  Consensus of the Council. 
 
Ann Carey, SW 1st Avenue, said that she has heard in the community that the City is looking to 
create a substation on the highway and since the Sheriff is in attendance she would like to know 
his feelings of being on the highway and the Marion County side of the City.  Mayor Thacker said 
that it is a little premature for this conversation but exploring our options is on the forefront of our 
minds. 
 
Sheriff Riley said that LCSO would be more than happy to be involved in this process whenever it 
is appropriate. 
 
Sheriff Riley said that he thinks it is very important that we are a united front.  Sheriff Riley said 
that he was hoping to get an update on the substation situation, which was addressed briefly.  In 
addition, restructuring and reorganization was done in an attempt to have better communication 
with our contract cities and it sounds as though that is happening. 
 
PRESENTATIONS/GUESTS:  Commissioner Roger Nyquist –  Quarterly Update Linn 
County/Mill City Issues. 
 
Commissioner Nyquist said that he feels we’ve made some progress on many of the items we’ve 
discussed in the past.  The most important issue at this time is determining where funds for 
sidewalks might come from to complete street improvements along SW Broadway Street. 
 
Commissioner Nyquist asked if the City has any record of timber dollars being provided to them in 
past years.  Mrs. Cook said that we have no records for this but she believes that the bulk of the 
dollars went directly to the schools.  If any dollars came to the City they were probably filtered 
through the Counties. 
 
Roel Lundquist, SW Linn Blvd, asked for an update on the traffic study recommendation.  Mayor 
Thacker said that there were speed signs that needed to be relocated to comply with the last 
traffic study that was done.  These signs are now in the correct locations.  The next question for 
the Council is whether a new study should be requested.  However, the City has been cautioned 
that it is entirely possible that the speed would have to be raised rather than lowered as we are 
hoping. 
 
Mayor Thacker asked Mr. Lundquist if he feels that the risk is worth the benefit of requesting a 
new speed study.  Mr. Lundquist said that the result may be raising our 25 mph to 35 mph, which 
could be a good compromise to keep people from increasing their speed immensely. 
 
Councilor Long said that the State representative responsible for speed studies made it very clear 
that they will take extra precautions to ensure that nobody knows when this study will be done so 
that the outcome is accurate according to the actual use. 
 
Councilor Long said that his gut feeling is that a portion of the 40 mph zone might lower to 35 but 
the remainder of the road would go up to 35 mph. 
 
Commissioner Nyquist suggested looking at implementing design elements with the street 
improvement project along this road that will assist in slowing traffic down and making it safer for 
pedestrians. 
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OLD BUSINESS  
 
Mill City Falls – Hammond Park Restroom Project:  Councilor Long requested during the 
December 22, 2105 meeting that an expenses vs. budget report for the Mill City Falls Park project 
be presented at the January 12, 2016 meeting.  The project budget as outlined in the City’s 
budget document are as follows: 
 
      Budget    Expended  % Remaining 
Engineering  $  16,000.00  $     5574.84   65 
Construction  $124,342.20  $116,981.12   36 
 
Staff is waiting for additional budget estimates for the remaining work on this project so we can 
see where we stand with actuals versus the estimated costs.  It is imperative that we track all 
costs for this project including actual cash expenditures, employee time and volunteer/donated 
hours, materials and equipment in order to reach our required 43% match. 
 
Councilor Long asked if we have all of the numbers for the work that the Public Works 
Department has done on this project.  Mrs. Cook said that she believes that these numbers are 
all in.  However, all of the figures for the volunteer/donated hours, materials and equipment that 
has been donated to the City needs to be given to staff so that we are able to show it as a grant 
match.  We will be required to meet the 43% grant match regardless of the overall project cost. 
 
Lyons – Mill City Drive Traffic Study Recommendation:  Discussed above. 
 
Railroad Bridge Update/SOB:  Mr. Lundquist said that the next meeting is tomorrow at 10:00a.m. 
at City Hall. 
 
Water and Sewer Rate Study: This item has remained on the back burner for some time now.  
Since we are moving forward with a number of the items that have taken precedent we will need 
to begin discussing the need for a rate study again soon. 
 
Mayor Thacker said that we need to look for grants to assist in getting this work done.  Mrs. Cook 
said that the last income study showed a change in our low to moderate income levels which 
changed our low income levels and therefore, our ability to qualify for many grants.  An income 
study needs to be completed before we will begin looking for grants. 
 
Old Fire Hall Fire: No update at this time. 
 
ATV/Golf Cart/Snowmobile Code:  No update at this time 
 
“Leak Bill” Meter Fee:  No update at this time. 
 
Tinney Lot Line Adjustment:  Survey work has commenced.  Once the full description has been 
provided then the easement for the storm line will be drafted and recorded. 
 
Planning and Building Services:  No update at this time. 
 
Business Façade Program: A committee to review and recommend an outline for our Business 
Façade Program was identified at the last Council meeting and will consist of Mayor Thacker, 
Councilor Baughman, Ann Carey (Planning Commission), David Shelton (Chamber of 
Commerce) and Councilor Keen.  The Committee should set a series of meetings to discuss what 
elements Mill City is looking for and how our program should work. 
 
Staff has provided information from the City of Mt. Angel and the City of Sandy.  These 
documents can be used as samples to pull ideas from.  We must implement our plan no later 
than June 2016 so efficiency is imperative. 
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There are status objectives outlined in the draft agreement which will need to be reviewed and 
worked into the committee’s discussion and outline so we comply with the grant requirements.  
Grant dollars are restricted to businesses located in Marion County.  However, we should be able 
to use City funds and any other matching funds in Linn County. 
 
As discussed during the December 8, 2015 meeting, staff has advertised for one or two citizen 
members to be on this review committee.  A deadline for letters of interest of not later than 
5:00p.m. on January 12, 2016 was given in order to allow as much time to get interested parties 
to submit as possible.  Four letters of interest were submitted by the deadline.  Mayor Thacker will 
be speaking with the potential candidates and will have a recommendation for appointment at the 
next meeting. 
 
Public Works Building Replacement:  Mayor Thacker said that Councilor Baughman has drafted 
plans that he believes are about ready to present to the public.  They include four bays, a 
restroom, a concrete room for archival storage and possibly a loft. 
 
Library Forum Date: With the decision of the Library Board to decline the City’s offer of the 
building on Hwy 22 the Council needs to discuss what the next step, if any, is in this matter.  A 
discussion regarding holding a forum for the community to talk about where they might like a 
library to open took place during recent meetings.  If the Council still feels that a forum is a good 
idea then a date should be set. 
 
Mayor Thacker said that the City has learned that the library issue is not ours but rather 
something the library needs to handle themselves.  At this time they don’t know whether they plan 
to continue or disband.  Mayor Thacker said that while we would like to see the library reopen it is 
the Library Board that should be the ones to set a public forum. 
 
Councilor Heller-Tuers said that the Library Board has been contacted about a website that will 
allow people to make comments and present thoughts on a new building.  The next Library Board 
meeting is Wednesday, February 17, 2016 at 10:00a.m. at the Presbyterian Church.  Anyone 
wishing to attend is welcome. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Resolution No. 782 – NIMS Designation for Emergency Management: Krista Rowland, Marion 
County Emergency Management, contacted staff at the end of December to see if Mill City would 
be interested in participating in a grant opportunity that would allow us to draft an Emergency 
Operations Plan (EOP) for the City.  This is an item that would be helpful in situations where a 
natural disaster has occurred and goes hand in hand with the plan that Councilor Keen and 
Planning Commissioner Denny Chamberlin are working to draft. 
 
There is a National Incident Management System (NIMS) compliance form that the City must sign 
and return in order to participate.  However, in reviewing the required information, it states that to 
benefit from any grant funds any participating organization must verify compliance with all listed 
NIMS requirements.  Unfortunately, these are not things that the City has participated in, although 
they are areas in which we need to begin attending trainings and implementing procedures.  Mrs. 
Cook contacted Ms. Rowland to ask if we would still be eligible to participate in this grant cycle if 
we do not meet the requirements and was advised to go ahead with completion of the form and to 
work on each of the items listed as we are able to. 
 
The first easily completed item on the checklist (enclosed) is adoption of NIMS for our emergency 
management processes.  Resolution No. 782 outlines the City’s decision to adopt NIMS for 
emergency management purposes including implementation of standardized procedures and 
potential federal funding for local readiness. 
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Gay Stuntzner, SW 1st Avenue, said that she attended an emergency management training that 
Ms. Rowland was at and she was very interested in assisting Mill City.  Members of local CERT 
programs were also willing to assist Mill City in any way possible. 
 
Councilor Keen moved and was seconded by Councilor Long to Adopt Resolution No. 782 – 
NIMS Designation for Emergency Management.  The motion passed unanimously, (5:0). 
 
STAFF/COMMISSION REPORTS 
 
City Recorder Report 
 
SKT Board Meeting – Thursday, January 28, 2016; 6:30p.m.: The Council adopted Resolution 
No. 781 at the December 22, 2016 meeting.  The Resolution along with a cover letter have been 
prepared to send to the Salem-Keizer Transit Board for review at their upcoming Board meeting; 
Thursday, January 28, 2016 at 6:30p.m. 
 
It may be helpful to express our concerns with the possible removal of shuttle service in the upper 
canyon area in person at this meeting.  If anyone is willing to attend on behalf of the City, and 
possibly take a group of citizens to show support for Mill City it would be nice to have a presence 
there.  The City of Gates was planning to try to get a group of people to attend as well. 
 
Supplemental Budget Hearing – Thursday, January 14, 2016; 6:30p.m.: Reminder: Thursday, 
January 14, 2016 is the supplemental budget hearing.  The packet of information has been 
complied and is ready for review. 
 
City Hall Closed Monday, January 18, 2016 – Martin Luther King Jr. Day: City Hall will be closed 
on Monday, January 18, 2016 for Martin Luther King Jr. Day. 
 
Audit Report: The audit has been completed and a copy given to each Council member.  Before 
scheduling Accuity to attend an upcoming meeting Mrs. Cook asked if the Council sees this as 
beneficial or if it would be preferable to have any questions directed to Accuity should there be 
any but not have them attend a meeting. 
 
Mayor Thacker said that he likes having the auditor attend the meeting to go through the audit.  
Consensus of the Council to continue to have the auditor attend the meeting to review the audit. 
 
2016-2017 FY Budget Council Survey: The Council survey for the 2016-2017 fiscal year budget 
cycle has been provided to Council.  Please complete the survey and return it to Finance Clerk 
Trisha Ruby by February 12, 2016. 
 
Councilor Long noted that the Clean Up Day was discussed as possibly being moved to 
accommodate the hazardous waste event that DEQ will be having here.  Mrs. Cook said that this 
is correct and it needs to be changed on the agenda calendar. 
 
Councilor Keen asked about getting a chipper for Clean Up Day.  Mrs. Cook will check with the 
insurance company about this.  Councilor Keen said it may be possible to use one that the Forest 
Service has. 
 
City Attorney Report 
 
424 SW Cedar Street:  Mr. McGehee said that this is still continuing in litigation.  However, rather 
than spending time and money to file a bunch of motions against the defendant’s rebuttal this will 
just be settled by the judge and courts. 
 
WWTP Actuator Update:  This will be discussed in executive session. 
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BUSINESS FROM MAYOR & CITY COUNCILORS 
 
Mayor Thacker  and Councilors Follis, Heller-Tuers, Keen and Long had nothing to report. 
 
Mayor Thacker called for a brief recess at 8:06p.m. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
At 8:10 p.m.  Mayor Thacker adjourned into executive session under ORS 192.660 (2-h) to 
consult with legal counsel regarding current or pending litigation.  
 
At 8:37 p.m. Mayor Thacker reconvened into regular session. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:37 PM. 
 
 Prepared by:      Approved by: 
 
 
_______________________________   ________________________________ 
Stacie Cook, MMC     Thorin F. Thacker 
City Recorder      Mayor 


